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" Takay (rofts was Anne, daughter of 
D)* Sona t limone, aAtanc/ RNereforets, hare 
OG head Heated in Mas ey ncty Sos 1644 , 
Ihe, had, /, /eluce, Hud mbky che td Aerlart 


alludeul & tn lhe Acdtcation , hes nes fS MagA : 
Ts and Jurviccd Ay foaren ls . 
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Conſort 
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! T1 Edw.16. 


224v, 13, 


To the Lady Crofts, the vertuous 


of my very good Lord, 


Herbert, by Divine Providence Lord 
Bijh 


op of Hereford. 


Anno Domini. 

R Lancelot Oldiſworth of Fla. 1288.” 
lifax in Yorkſhire, Ke,took 
to wife Bridget, daughter of 
VVilliam Ramſey of the ſame Coun. 
tie, Eſq... Their ſon was Manrice, 


Manrice Oldiſworcb, Husband 1320, 


of VVinifred daughter to Steven, 
the brother of VY alter Stapleton , 


L. Bp. of Excefter, bad iſſue Lan- 


celot. 


3 Fdw,18, Lancelot Oldiſworth married 13 44, 


Alice , daughter of Thomas Frie 
A 2- of 


2 The Fpiſtle 


of Devon. ſhire, Gent. he begat 


Maurice; 


2Rich:z, Manrice Oldiſworth rook to wife 
Gennet, daughter of lobhn Philpor 
L. Mayor of London. His ſon was: 
Lancelot.. 


4 Heu. 3, Lancelot Oldiſworth was Hus- 
band to Margaret, daughter of 
Andrew Foord of Cornwall, Eſq:;. 
He begat VVilliam, 


4 Edv.4 YVilliam Oldiſworth martied-the 
daughter of Nicholss Read of De- 
Kon-ſhire , E/q;. By whom he had 


KIICE» | 


3 Rich.1.. Mamrice0ldiſworth his wife _ 


Lane, daughter and. Feireſs. unto | 


lobn Sydenham of. Somerſet-ſhire 
Eſq; Theic ſon was Thomas. 


$ Hen, 22: Thomas Oldiſworth married. a 
Jaughter of Morgan of Pengicoyd 


Caſtle in Monmoxth;ſhire , by, _ 


whom he was Father of Nicholas, 


, 


4 


1377. 


Nicholas 


Dedicatory by 
"Nicholas Oldiſworth having matried Maijo- 
rie, daughter of Davis. of the city of Gloac. 
had by her Edward: 


Edward Oldifworth was in 2. Maries 
daies a Colontt in Flanders : In Q, Elzabeths 
daies he married Tace, daughter ro Arthur 
Porter of Newark in the (ounty of .Gloyc, E/q; 
, Their fon was Arnold. 


Arnold 0ldiſeorth, Clerk of the Hamiper, 
| married Lucie, daughter and Co-heireſs of 
| Francis Baxtu , Treaſurer ro Mary Qutn' of 
Scotland. By Lucie he had' Edward, - 


Edward Oldiſworth of Bradley in the Pariſh 
| of wotren under Edge in the County of Glovc, 
 E/q; married Elizabeth. the eldeſt daughter 
of George MaRers ;of Ciren-Ceſter in-the Coun» 

ty afore ſaid , Eſquire, Their only fon was 


Rob ert: 
- his Oldifwortk of the fa Bradley in 
the faid Pariſh of Y/otton under Edge , Ela; 


tobkgo Nt Ku ,Jaughrer of willian 
h 


Clotterbook of: Kingsfſanely. in the (qunty.. of 
Glen. Gear, and had. iſſue Y/illiame- * 
fd A 3 44 illigam 


\proſpering the diirs,of 


The Epiſtle 


4+ 

-. Williani Ohdifworth! (the only. vhild chare- 
ves the ſaid Robert Cld:ſdorth , or Elizabeth. 
his wife,had ) was buricd Auz. 34. 1674 
both. before he was married, aud before he 
was full 2 1 yeares old, 


- 


Good Madam, 


+ The more inferionr this lender Stemm is , 


vnco the generous (roft of Crofts .Cafile; the 
more nuwerous thole beeping eyes were which 
I then beheld when the laſt Branch of this 
Stock was untimely cutt off, And( above all 
this ) the more narrowly 1 ſearch into the mul- 
titude of ſorrows which Iam aprco imagine 
Abraham, the Friend of God, wrefiled with ; 
The greater ImpreſSion abideth engraven upon 
my heart, while ( wich true joy and much plea- 
fare) I frequently ruminate how tender a mercy 
the Preſerver of men dayly vouchſafeth both 
unto tny Lord Biſhop of- Hereford, and unto 
your 'Leiſhip, in contiruing the” Life, andin 
Herbert ('roſts,your 


Jſaac, To burychat Heir which is an only Son, 
0 


Dedicatory. . 5 
to monrn for ſuch an only Son, as i is an only 
ebild, is (1ſce) A two-edged Woe ! Nevenhe- 
leſs, 'by Faith the Father of the Faithful duel- 

'led, 224 _— of the Faithfull vanquiſhed even 
this T, riall, 
. Madam, If either my conjefiares concerning 
-dbrabem his temptations , or any. Deſcant of 
mine upon his exemplarie faith; can aſhſt yous 
'Ladiſhips growing in grace and in the knobleds 
: Fe Lord and Saviour IESYS (5 CARR) ; 
ſhall willivgly ſacrifice this Sermon toicen- 
Jways, I ſhall bleſs God for groving bk Fes 


queſt 


\ Y "IT 34 « +1 ds oun 


Your Good Ladiſhips mod 


'” —_ humbly devoted 
" 5 iD 1 


-, {GILES OLDISWOR TH. 


6 The Epiſtle 

-. Willizn:Ohdifworth! (the only. vhbjld chare- 
ves the ſaid Robert Cld:ſdorth , or Elizabeth, 
his wife,had ) was buried Auz. 34. 1674; 
both. before he was married, and before he 
was full 2 1 yeares old. 


- 


Good Madam, 


\* The more inferionr this lender Stemm is 


unto the generous (reſt of Crofts .C afile; the 
more nuwerous thole weeping eyes were, which 
| then beheld when the laſt Branch of this 
Stock was untimely cutt off, And( above all 
this ) the more narrowly 1 earch into the mul. 
titude of ſorrows which lam aprto imagine 
Abraham, the Friend of God, wreftled wit ; 
The greater ImpreſSion abideth engraven upon 
my heart, while ( wich true joy and much plea- 
fare) I frequently ruminate how tender a mercy 
the Preſerver of men dayly vouchſafeth both 
unto tmy Lord Biſhop of Hereford, and unto 


'your Lediſhip, in continuing the”Life, andin 


profpering the diies,of , & Herbert (reſts, your 
Jſaac, To burythat Heir which is an 0nly Son, 
to 


Dedicatory. 5 
to monrn for ſuch an only Son, as is an onlY 
child, is (1ſce) A two-edged Woe! Neverthe- 
tels, 'by Faith the Father of the Faithful duel- 

'led, the Father of the Faithfull vanquifhed yven 
this Triall. 

. Madam, If either my conjenres concerning 

-Abrabem his temptations , or any. Deſcant of 
mine upon his exemplaric faith; can alhſt yous 

'Ladiſhips growing in grace and In ebe knovleds 

| fu Lord and Saviour IESYS CHRIST , 

4 ſhall williogly ſacrifice this Sernion tocen- 

-ſ weyyen; I ſhall foes Godfor granting the re» 


gue 


\ \&s Z g'v1 } UC (43 + 3A id 20] | Tits 


Your Good Ladiſhips 
humbly devoted 


- 4+ 4+, GILES OLDISWORTH. 


6 Tothe'Vertuus 


E - Mis. BRDGET THOR P, VVicow. 
R ing her. forth that ſhe may be burnt: When 
Whatpaper 1 now expoſe, | wwo ye13s tince 


Gm 38, :4, B 

roſhly condemned unio the Preſoe , ſuch ano- 
ther unjuſt Judge, 8a Judah was,was I. Dear Consin, 
Sep1.2, 2674.) T will nor ſay” thar'@ Gift in your Boſom did corript 
; my. Judgment; for then your Pur ſe wauld pay for it. 
The truth is , to have-me at that time paſſe that 
ſentence, you werenot; to have me now execute thar 

ſentence, you are, rhe importamaje widow © _ . 
-: Lt meteg/e to bonowe'ſuch ashre Widoxs indeede, 
if Ids not from »my heart revetence. and highly e- 
feeme you, for You glorifie God : Whom I thould 
diſhenour, ſhould 1 conceal that it is for His /abe ; and 
_ for His ſake, that you require this Sermon 

om b1 $57's 


"0 oo - Las 
- 4 


is — Your moſt ob/iged Servant, 


and ever thankful Kins-man 


LW 52.0... Gitzs. Oipisworrn, 


(7) 


Gen. XXII, 


(a) 1. Nd it came to paſſe after theſe things . 
. that God dd tempt Abraham,and /aid 
unte him, Abrahams And he /aid, Behold here 1aw. 

(b) 2 And be /aid;T ake nw thy Son, thine onlySon 
Iſaac, whom thou loveft, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; andoffer him there for a burnt offering upon 
one of the Mountains which T will tell thee off 

(c) 3 And Abraham ro/e up early in the Morning, 
end ſadled his Aſſe, and took. two of his young men 
with him, and \ſaac his Sony and clave the wood for 
the burnt offering, and roſe up, and went wnto the 
place of which God had told him. 

(d) 4 Then on the thirdday Abraham Jifted up 
Bis eyes, and Jaw the place afarr off. 

(e) 5 And Abraham /aid unto his young men , A- 
bide you here with the Aſe ; and 7 and the lad will g1 
yonder and worſhip, and come again to you. 

(f) 6 And Abraham took, the wood of the burnt 
offering, and laid it upon Iſaac bis Son, and he took 
the fire in his hand, and a Knife; and they went both 
of them together. 

(eg) 7 Andiſaac $abe wnto Abraham þAis father , 
end ſaid, My fathers and he ſaid, Here am 1, my Son. 
And be ſaid, Behold the fire and the wood , but where 
#4 the lamb for a burnt-offering. 

(Ch) $ And Abraham ſaid, My Son, God will pro» 
vide bimſelfe a lamb-for a burnt offering : So they 
went both of them together. 

AB. wx (i) 9 4nd 
of. 


(3) 

(i) 9 And they came to the plate which God had 
told him of, and Abraham built an alter there, and 
laid the wood in orders and bound Iſaac bis Sen, end 
laid bim on the altar wpon the wood. 

(k) 10 And Abraham ffretched forth bis hand, 


end took the Fnife toflay his Son. 
(1) 11 And the Ange! of the Lordcalled unto him, 


out of Heaven, and ſaid, Abraham, Abraham, And be 


faid, Here am T1. 
(m) 12 And he ſaid, Lay mt thy handupin the 


lad , neither da thou any thing unto him: for now I 
bnow that thou feareft God, ſeeing thou Baſt not with« 
held thy Son, thine onely Son, from me. 

(n) 13 And Abraham lifted wp his ezes, and look- 
ed, and behold, behind him a Rameaught in a thige 
het by his horni: And Abraham went , and took ;he 
Ram, and offered bim up for « burnt offering, in the 
ftead of hn Son. 

(0) 14 And Abraham called the name of that 
place Jehovah-jireth : @# it is ſaid ro this dey, In the 
Mount of the Lord it hall be ſeen. 


FATHER OF THE FAITHFULL 
TEMYPILIE Of 


Hebr. X 1. XVIL 


By = Abraham, when be was tempted, offered uf 
Aace 


T what time this Epiftle was written 
unto theſe Hebrew Converts, theſe He- 
brew Converts did ( as at this inſlant 
many of us do ) endure (p Ja great 
fight of afflitions ? So great a Fight of 
offlitions they now endured , thar, as all ofus, ſo 
moſt of them had confeſſedly (9) need of patience : (q),6 
Such need of patience they now had, that the Au» 
| thor of this Fpiftle,whoſoever he was,opportmunely(r) () 35 
| preſſeth them in the ſame words where with / beſeech 
| you **Caft not away your Confidence. And, that caft «- 
way their confidence they ſs not, with the cords of 
2 a 


(p)Hebr 19.325 


6) 38. 
(t) 17+ 1, 


10 | The Father of 


4 Man, even With a three-fold cord, he endeavoureth 
to wind up their hearts unto « fiedfaſineſie of Faith. 
For, 


Firſt, from Habak. 2. 4. he bringeth ro their re- 
membrance, how ( they were not now tolearn 
that ( s ) the juft ſhould live by faith. 

Next he defineth what faith is : ſaith he (t) Faith 
is the ſubRance(the confident expedation)»f things 
hoped For: The things which are not ſeen are eter- 
nall,and Faith ts the evidegce ( the convidion ) of 
things not ſeen. 

Thirdly, to declare what faithcan do, he m this 
XI. CAP. repeateth what faith hath done. Saith he. 


V. 4. By faith Abel offered a more coſtly Sacrifiie 
then Cains was. 

V. 5.*By faith Enoch ſo pleaſed Ged,that God took. 
kim from Earth to Heaven. 

V. 7. Then when the mbole world deſpiſed the 
fore-warnings of God, By faith Noah was ſo moved 
with fear of the Flood to come, that ( for himſelfe, 
and for his familie ) he prepared an Ark of refuge« 

It was througha Faith in the truth of Gods pro- 
miſes, that Abraham, when he was therewunto called , 
v. 3. forſook his own Countrie, v.9, ſojourned in a 
ſtrange Land; and here v. 17. of ered up Iſaac. 


Hebr. 


the Faithfull tempted. 
Hebry. 11, 17. 


By faith Abraham, when be was tempted, offered up 
Iſaac. 


His »/eful Obſervation immediately releiveth 
us with three /ea/onable comforts » 
The one, Abraham was tempted. 
The other, When Abraham was tempted he offered 
up Iſaacs 
A third, When Abraham offered up Iſaac, he off*- 
red up Iſaac by Faith. 


Of the laſt of theſe firſt. 
| D Y faith-—By the v/* and benefit which he-made 
of his faith, By the good fight of faith which 
He fought. 

Abraham fighting every oflition which did- of* 
ſault him, and overcoming every affliftion- which he 
fought: 

Offered up aac— had(although with much con» 
fi) the patience and the power to offer pp Iſaac (1) 

Dub : Since it is ſaid (m) Now Know 1 that thu 
feared God, It ſhould ſeeme Abraham did offer up 
i T/aac, not by faith, but through feare, 

Solut: You find no repugnance between the feare 
there applauded, and the faith here extolled : For 
example, («) By faith Noah moved with feare — As 
a prudent fear was ihe We of that ſo a filial feare ®) #137: 

3 was 


\ 


12 The Father of 


x) 17, was the fruit of this Patriarks faith. (x) By a faith 


moving him to ftare Abraham offered up Iſaacs 
Abraham offered up Iſaac. 


D UB : Since (n)) the life of a Ram was Sarrificed. 
and (mm) the life of Iſaac was preſerved, Can 
it hold truethat Abraham offered up [/aac ? 

Anſw : It holdeth true in every reſpe&. 


1 Solut: Peyond the ſcope of this Text 

Abraham offered up 1/aac repreſentatively: (ye. 
Know) as in Sacraments ſo in Secrifices the ſign fig- 
nifying betokeneth the matter ſignified. When in | 
the ſtead of his Son //aas ke ſlew that Ram, Abraham | 
did repreſentatively offer up the life of T/aac in the | 
life of that Ram. 


| 
j 


2 Selut : Within this Text. 

1. Theſe words he [ offered up Iſaac,] are not ſo 
wuch an expre/ affirmation , as a Selef expreſſion : 
To ſhew how uncouth a Daty this Patriarch now un« 
derwent,it is here $ecified that what Duty he now 
underwent [was to offer up Iſaac. ] 

2. In our Authors his large acceptation Abrabam 
did offer him ap. Our Author here pro/ecuteth , not 
the Death of Iſaas, but the life of Faith : Now, as: 
in round numbers , ſo in running fyles, it abundantly 
Jefficeth, if what is curſorily efprmed be true in the 
main. 

3- Our ready writer forgerreth nor unro whon 
be Dedicateth his Z piftle. Unto theſe Hebrews N 


ſe 


the Faithſall tempted. 13 


ſes was read every Sabbath-day : Tell theſe He 

brews , out of the Book of Moyes, that 1/aac was of- 

fered up ; and, out of the Beok of Moſes theſe Hes» 

brews will tell you your owndimited ſenſe and mea» 

d. ning. With 2 Sam. 21. 19. compare 1 Chron. 20.5, 

an 3. Solut? Moſes ſhews how Abraham: offered up 
| Jace, 

1. Inceptively : For inftance : Gen; 22, He v. 9, 

aroſe and went unto the place of which God bad told 

| him; And yerv. 4. two daies after tC ſaw that place 

ye | afarr off : How this ? An/»: He was  3- beginning 

1g- | to goto that phace. Gen. 37. Reuben wv. 21.delivered 

1n | Joſeph out of bis bretbrens bands ; nevertheleſle, v, 

am | 24, his brethren did catt him into «pitt, and did v. 

the | 28. /ell him into Egypt. Queſt. How then was Jo« 


th 


| ſeph delivered ? An/w: Reuben v. 21. began to deli- 


ver, and although rhe per/on of Joſeph was not, the 
life of Foſeph was, through Renbens care delivered. 


ſol! Thus Abraham, he «rc/e to offer up Tac: Where- 
on : | upon alchough the /ife of 7/acc was not, the perſon 
une) of Iſaat was offered up the altar And that too. 
ow 2. Atlnally : The offering up of 1/aac was, nor 2 


three Govwres, buta three daies bufineſſe: in atl which 
ſpace, the Obedience of this Patriarch: ceaſed not, 
untill his Duty firſt ceaſed: For he flew big Sonew+——— 

3 fatentionally : As when this Son was firſt pro- 
wiſed , Abrehem had a purpoſe, a full purpoſe of 
heart , 10 give this his Sun his Name at his birth, 
and te circumciſe him at e/ght daies old: fo now 
that the /ame Sow is demanded . his ttue intention i$ 
to ſacrifice him(d)at the third day. And be did ſo.. 


4. Iniers 


I vm 
—— 
—_———— - 


_ 
_ - 
= 
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— 


14 The Father of 


4. Interpretatively: When Fephthiah cauſed his 
gdeare child Fudg. 11.to 1. 39, wow the vow of a Na- 
zarite (he didv, 31. compared with v. 36, 37.)he 
did interpretatively offer up that daugbter of his for 
a burnt-offering unto the Lord : So here, Abraham 
his oblation receiveth a value, not from the execu- 


tion of his hends, for (m) his hands were tied up, bur | 


from the re/olx#tion of his mind, for C&_) his mind 


was ſincere; even ſo much that rhe ſearcher of hearts 


made this conftrufien of his ſincerity (m) Thou haft 
not with-held thy Son from me. .c 

It followerh, If with-ho/d him the Patriarch did 
not, ſome temptations or other lay upon the Patri- 
areb to withhold him. And what /ort-of temptations 
this might be cometh next to be di/ceuſsed. 


Abraham was tempted. 


A Mong the Heat hens, claſſical Poets have from 

hence raiſed fiions treading cloſe upon the 
heeles of truth it ſelfe; Among the Fexes noted Rabs 
bies have upon this ſtage introduced the rewpter, 
Satanz and Him too in a viſeble ſhape; among us 
Chriſtians this one Hiftorie hath tasked , if not over- 
tasked, the elegant quills, the cur ious fancies,the wore 
king imaginations,yea and the profoundeſt Judgments 
too, not only of humane writers , but even of pro» 
fefſſed Divines; Among the inſpired pen-men of ſacred 
IWitt,S. James expoſtulateth ©* When he offeredIſaac 
bis Sox upon the altar was not Abraham juftified by 
works ? Anſw: Verily he was, and by ſuch as "_ 
ed 


: 


tbe Faithfull ternpted. ts 


| ted his firftmorks and more:! To forſake his native 


Joil, his own Aindred and his Fathers houſe that he 
might wander Sither and thither whither he him* 


| ſelf neither did nr might forexknowy, theſe were 


prear-/elf denials ( theſe!) Yer of theſe the phraſe 
is * when; he was called, fo. + The Lord had ſaid un+.* chr, 8, 
to him, But now that he is to ſlay his S»2 , rhe } G08. 18k 


| wordin my Zextis( not When he wx called but ) 
' When'he was tried, (o (a) not God did ſay to 4- 
| braharnP, but God did tempt Abraham. 


Wherefore,of theſe remarkes,of theſe afferi/nes, 
which ſo many /orts of writers have hereunto 
affixed, of thoſe Annotations which the Holy Ghoff 
himſelf hath ſo greciouſly contributed, let ' every 
one of. ws reap | ſome profit, ſome /ta/onable ad- 
vantage, ſome Spiritual benefit, for our'prefent 
conſolation. If Moſes * tarn'd afide ro ſee that-* £293. 3. 
burning buſh, let us with Him (a ) contemplate 
( the greater miracle of the two Y this (c ) thicket 
of thorns, this fierce law(b) which(&) trovbling 
the' Patriarch on (h) every fide, within #_ his 
bowells, within (C i) his Seart C& ) Lijndleth,thovgh 
not a conſuming, yet a melting fire, For. 


In EAN. X XI1L 
Abraham was Tempted. 


Verſe 1. By all cirettmftances, v. 2. In very deetl, 

And intruth from v. 2. unto v, eleventh. 
In the manner ys 1, recorded , In the matter v. 2. 
C enjoyned, 


16 The Father of 


pupurd, Ini the Duty:fromes 2 bnio v. rt performed. | 


, In fach points 2s >. T. ſrarpned bis trial, tn a trial 
v. 2 made-up of oflifliens, From'z. 2,16 v. rr, in 


oflitions big with temptet ian, 
Oh, my bretbren, Why ſay we that our wound is 
incurable; and that never was /arrow like unto our 


forrow Whereas: * 
Inv. 1.0f Gen. 22, Abraham was tempted. 


. 24 Hfter. theſe things. Qu; After what things 7 

1. nſw: After he was aged almoſt an Srmdredand 
thirty yeares: Alas,te hath more need 10 beep his 
bed , then (<) 10 riſe before the day dawn: His 
fariveled. Limbs require fucconr, reft and retired> 
aeſſe, rather then terraar, toyle and fravuile> O fore 
ſake him net inhis old Age: Spare him a little before 

he g2etb bence. 1 
:. 2. <9: After freſh profper ities What he” had 
beardin./n of the Chaldtes, that hehad found-rrue 
mn Cangan; Uno Him the fend of promije was 2 land 
ofperfor mariees: For his ſake God had reproved Hinge, 
had put to flight the drotie-of aliens, bad preſerved 
Lot, and bleſSed Iſaac: He was rich in cattle and in 
men; And (whar Jwettned bis wealth.) he abounded in 
bonour, for he was, and was efteemed, a Prince ; a 
mighty Prince: avd (that which /zeetned both wes) 
he enjoyed both his wealth anPhis honour in gquiet= 
neſt and in eſurance.. The Philiſlines, ip whoſe bore 
ders he now gaartered, bad Sorgbt and ratified a Com 
faderecie with Him.and His: W hat Well they had vis 
olently 


eee ox Se es. > a 757 _ -_ 
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the Faithfull tempted. 'Þ 
-olently takon away was (upon his firft complaint) re- 
fiored + Our of ir now $reng not 2yeters of life, 
but rhe i{&es of peace: In all thar be did, iv all that 
he bad, he was bleſſed ſo bleſſed, that for the pub- 
lick worſhip of his God, he had planted a Grove, In 
this Grove tis God Al/afticient he now advred as his 
Everlaſting God: Andas if this God of his praiſe had 
therefore [ified him xp that he might caſt him down, 
it (@) came to paſſe, ſodainly as a whirle wind ir 
came to paſse, that (a) ofter theſe things God did 
tempt, God did trie, God did affii# Abrahams Hy 
booked for good, but behold evil? 

3- nſw: After new hopes :It was not now, Lord 
God, What wilt thou give me, ſeting 1 go childieſſe? 
Neither was it O that Iſmael might live before thee? 
God had faid Sorgh fhall Zeare a Sor, A Son ſhe. bare 
'him..ot the /et'timeofwhbich God had Foken , A Sn 
ſhe bare unzo him i# his old 4ge! God had ſaid 7 bow 
ſhalt call his name \faac: Out of dutie, rather out of 
pare joy , Iſaac be is cabled: that God may delight 
to-bleſſe the babe, the babe ivupon the eight dey cir. 
cumciſed. The childe groweth, the childe is weaned, 
Abraham maketh a feaſt, a great feafi. By the care of 
his Mother, by the wi/dome of his Father, yea by au- 
theritie had from God bimfelft, the 7outh, before he 
is of full age, is made and declared heir, Sole heir. And 
now upon whom are the eyes of the whole houſ- bold of 
faith, but wen aac? Inwhom ſhall! all Nations be 
blefied? In whom . ſhall be the (eed of Abraham be 


called, but ir Wanc? Above twentie five. yeeres had 


the life of this Patriarch bin boundup in the life of 
| C 3 this 
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this lad. And it came to paſoe df ter thefe things 
What ? Anſw: Abrabamrueth the duy of the year , 


' and the bozy of the day wherein {ace was born. To 


conclude: 

4. Anſw: After that he was known of God: He 
that inhabiteth the higheſt heavens had wondet fully 
61ndeſcended wo An acquaintance with his Patrierch: 
He had entred into a covenant, into a familiaritie, 
into a friendſhip with this Father of the Faithfull. 
Buw the Heatens, O Lord, and come down, Of late | 
the Lord did nor ſtay for any ſuch invitetion from 
his friend 4braham: It was at Abratam hu Dwe!lings 
that rhe Lord God did marſqneradein the libeneſſe of 
men , made himſclte noſiranger , waſhed his feete, 


- reflediin rhe cool of the arbour , eat well, and drank 


well: Abrabam was the onely favorrite whom the 
Lord God in bis way toward ſodem: had made his cams 
penion: So very a friend was Abraham, that from 
Abrabeam God would not hide the thing which be 
was there diving : And after theſe things for a gra 
cious Lord and Mofter te trie-conctnfions upon hispoar 
Servant —— this is harſh: Loveunfaind: filial feare 
and cordiat{ friendſhip would be, not tried; but tra- 
fed: Peter will be greived, if Feſus ſhall a third time 
aske Loveſt thou 'me? To queſtion the ohedjerice of this 
Patriarch is, not to trie, bur to break, his heart, 


2. Abrabam was tempted in the revelation (a) 
made, made unto Himyunmo Him inthe night, in the 


night by God, by God #reking, by God ſaying Abras 
T : | 4, Be 
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7, Be ir thatthe death of Tſacc it predefiinated » 
the more will the mercy (that I may not ſay the 
glory ) of the melt high God dbew. itſelf in, not, 
manifefting , but con.ealing, this future eville 

2. If, contrary unto the accrſiomed mercies of 
the wiſe Cod toward the inguiſitize ſons uf un-ad- 
viſed. man, Cods predefitination concerning 1/aas 
te reveuled, Tell it not in Beerſhebs, for ( ſthould 
the Patriarch know ) it would bring din his gray 
baires with ſorrow to the grare. 

3- If tothe wnhappy ears of the ſurpriſed. old 
Father it muſt come \( Prepare him alictie:) Give 
him his fullfleep, a full meal, and due ſtore of wine: 
Place ina re«dine/?'about him Lovers and Friends, 
if not-to ſhare and divide, yet to bewail ang be- 
moan his. Hoe, Then ( but not uncill then) give 
yvnto -himſome eaſy hint, ſome warie fore notice of 
what 'will ſeem /od news at the beſt, 

4. 1f this be,.not 10 tempt, bur to indulge ; if 
no company, nor Comforters, may be admitted; S0« 
iitary. and fortors as be is, let him C by 4im/elfe as 
lone ) redjeve the datefigence. but let hin receive 
it with 2 iT voice, let him not receive it over haſit» 
ry 2; To bolt upon one over» /odaivly., ſtaryleth even 
then' when one bringeth. a blefingghow mach wore 
whenode fometh. hot /to' Bifriend, . bus to, aftith. 

«, If foddinly - andunex$eftedly the newe3 muſt 
effright, if in an hour. that: be js not eware- of. the 
aged and trembling parent mult hear. the tidings of 
his. dear*ſons fate, Menitionit unro him in the dey 
time , there isin Doy light ſome light of compury; 
| C3 Mention. 
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Mention ir nor in the night ſeaſon, in all Darkneſ? 
there is' Dread.” If heretofore rhere fell upon 
this" faithful Patriarch fuch a hoarrour at the go+;, 
ing down of the Sun, a greater horrour will {eiſe 
him now inthe zight, in the dark night, in the 
dead"rime of the dark night. 

«6. If, to add" tro rhe diſcomfort , there muſt be © 
2 dreadfall horrour upon his mind then when he 
heareth his 1/aac's dom, fend, 1pray thee , by the 
man whom thou wilt ſend; by ſome Cuſhi, or by. 
ſome Amalekite, for How diſmall are the Feete of 
him that bringeth bad errands? If Abimazy be a 
good man, King David will from 4bimaay exlipet 
good tidings : Such is their Clemency, it | is by 
their inferiour Fudges that Princes condemn; their 
own' lips Feake not , except pardons. If therefore 
any - Enemies Abraham hath , let one of' them be 
unto him the black, meſſenger of -his 7/aac's 
death ; bur let not the Lord Speaks unto bis jer- 
vent , leſt be dye. | 
" Tothe laſt place, As the Deftinie of 'I/aac was 
brought-unto Abrabam in the 4orrour of Darkneſe, 
and, that roo, not by ſome Epemie or ranger, nei» 
ther by ſonie neighbour or friend, no nor by ſome 
Mar of God, no'nor yer by fome- Angelafi: the: Lord, 
bur bythe #readfull JEHOV AH himſetfe ::S@" 

r. God who ar Sandrie times (pake in diver/e 
manners, ſpake in this third age of the World neither 
by Prim, nor by Thummim ; but either in Dreenes, 
or in Viſions: Oh, nor ina Dreame, left thar feare , 
not ina Yoſlon, left that zerrifie, the Patriarch 1 fach 

| . d 
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..2 Dreame, ſach a Viſion ay this, will make his zve 
head fick, and his whole heart fntnt, 

2 Let not the good old man eſpic an eftranged 
thoks from his hitherto benigne Lord, rather let him 
not /ee the face of God at all; for H h» can /ee the 
' face of God, and live? | 

3. Suppoſe that the Lord do indeeds unchth 
himſelfe of his majeitie and terroxr , Suppoſe he 
ſpeak face to face with Abrobam, as a man fpeateth 
with his friend y Neverthcleſe, as the caſe now fland- 
eth , he in fo doing , Will nor C as his ranver was Þ 
confirm and comfort this Holy Father, but he will (as 
his manner is not) deterre and diſmay Him, For 

4. Call thy Daughter Jo-ruhamah , and tby Son 
Lo-ammi :Call No-ommi, not Naomi, but Mards : If 
a ſignet on the Lords right hand Jeconia# may not 
be, deal /puarely with him, name mim, not Feconiah, 
but Coniah : And if (a) God come, not to ble/F, bur 
40 tempt, if he come to un-Abrabem the Patriarch , 
ſay (a) not Abrabam, but Abram. | 

. $, [bane called thee by thy name, thou art” mine, 
The favouritie, as ever, awdketh, flarteth up, and 
with joy, anſwereth wnto 4 name, but (b) Hope dif- 
appointed make t & his heart ſick. For. 


In v. 2, of Gex. 22. Abraham was tempted; 


F, JN the (5) Surprize of which he (a) never 
dreamed. He (a) > ev to heare nor the 
dire will, bur the good pleaſure, of his bountifult 


Lord; He (@)-expetterh not a burden, bus a blefſmg; 
nor. 
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not..a fri charge bur etlargel promiſes; rot a'bil«, 
ling command , ut foving bimdneſjes better they life. 


'Me- thinks .I- /ze, 1ne rhihketh | hezr , the over- 


jozed heart of this' ſurpriſed Favourite ( b ) intere 
rupting his Go%:. .. 

Tahs now — O bleſſed prſSefſour of heanen and of 
earthy Thou'art alwaies live thy '/elf, Thou art 
alwaies giting / ' 

Take nw thy ſon Which of the to ſons 
whom the Lord hath graciauſly given unto mee? 


cHim by the Bazd*woman?/'or Him by the Free- 
woman”? OR TALEN 


Thine only 1/aac - The apple of mineeye , and 
-of thineeye allo, O my Ged. 

Whom thou loveft-- And 0 moſ# high God, whom 
7 hou lovelt. | 

And get thee unto the land of Moriah —For there 
the Lord will command bis bleffings. 

And there for: a burnt offering. offer — Moſt pro- 


bably hitherto thi Favourite ted his. Lopes. Bur 


when' it ( b) arided -— for a burnt offering offer 
Him — then was Abraham tempred ! 


1 What had He jinned? that: among all the 
inhabitants of Gods earth He alor.c ſhould be /ing- 
led out for ſuch s prodigie as this ? Had he tre/- 
paſsed againſt a Neighbours Wife, reaſon good then 
thar he ſbovld give this firft born for his tranſ> 
greſhuon, the fruit of bus body for the ſin of bis ſoul: 
But ( blefſed be his God) He had wrought no ſuch 
follie ( hee! ) Admit he had, Here after the /on of 
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Davids adulterie ſhall dye a natural death ; and 
ſhall rhe Son of Abrahams iniegritie be haled, like 
a beaft unto the ſlaughter ? 

2, Offer him up there — To whom? Satan? He 
was a murderer from the beginning : As for the God 
of all fleſh His Delight is, not to deſtroy, but to 
preſerve , the work. of his own hands. 

3, Of man ſhall mans blood be required: Doth 
God trapan Abraham? If when He ſhew his bro- 
ther a mark was ſet upon Cain, ſhould Abraham 
re his ſon , would his God bold him guilt«, 
leſs ? - 

4+ Toke now thy Son 
offering ? 

I. Behold for a burnt offering ſome Lamb or 
Kid is proper : ſuch a firflling the righteous Abel 
offered up, and with that ſacrifice the Lord was 
then well pleaſed: Doth he now forget to be gra» 
ciow? And hath he ſhur up the bowels of his com- 
paſſnons ? T he tender mercies of the wicked are crus« 
ell ; Are the tender mercies of JEHOV AH fo too? 
Loe, the blood of bullocks or of be goates, of 
Lambs, or of ids, he doth not now requirezthe 
blood of which the pre/erver of men is now pleaſed 
to drint.,, is mans blood ! 

2. As mans blood, io nor the blood of ſome mure+ 
derer , rebel, or ofppreſſor, not the blood of ſome 
Cain, Lamech, or Nimrod; but of one harmleſs and 
blameleſs, of one innocent and juſt. It was butin 
UV. 32.0f Gen. 15. that the Lord inclined 10 ſpare 
a wicked City for righteous perſons ſakes, Is ke 
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now for Þareing the ungodly , and for condemning 
the righteous? : 

3- Power out thy. wrath upon.the Heathen which 
Bave not known thee : as for 7/aac, he is no id>latraus 
Chaldean, no prophane Canaanite, no un-circumciſed 
fenner of the Gentiles ;, but a perſon circumciſed and 
religious, One who anon a$keth (7g) Where 4 the 
lamb for a burnt offering ? 

4. He was, as of the*ſame holy profeſſion with this 
Father of the Faithfull , ſo no ſtranger, foriener, or 
pro/elite; but a native, and this native a domeftich, 
and this domeFicka favourite: Hereafter David may 
ſpare Mehpiboſheth, bur no ſuch libertie may Abras 
bam now uſe. 

5+ The perſon demanded for a ſacrifice is, as a 
domed ick favourite , (@ no kindred afar of, no nor 
yer ſome one or other of- Lots inceſluovs off ſpring , 
no nor any Darghter, or Son of any concubine ( for 
as yer concubine Abrabambad none) neither yer the 
San of his kand-maiden Hagur, but the Son of Sarah: 
his Wife. 

6. If the better Jonathan deſerverth,the more þa- 
tred he findeth , 7 hou ſhalt ſurely die will Sant ſay 
to Jonathan: Burwnto His Father, Iſaac was a Son 
as dere, as deſerving. 

Again, Ab/olom, he was a Son dearly beloved of his 
Father yer was not he the heire of his Fathers 
throne, the heir of David was Solomon. bur, unto 4. 
braham, 1/aac, iis, as a deare Son, ſo an onely heire; 
.and-this onely heir is born unto his perents in their 
old Age, given beyond hopes, given by promiſe, by the 

promiſe 
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Promiſe of the ſame Fehovab who now ſaith (65) of- 
fer bim up for a burnt offering: What was,if this was 
not, to tempt Abraham? . 


2. Abraham was tempted a$in a commandement 
thus greviows, ſo in the manner how his God wordeth 
his Commandement. Ye know, bitter pills would be 

guilded tothe eye, an4 bath/om potions would be /u- 
gred to the ta#t : Burdenſome taxes are levied by ac» 
ceptable Names, and ſevere F difts neede a gretifying 
language, 1s it not alittle one? ſaid Lot of Zoar;and, 
of what he would have the /eller part with © 7t s 
naught, it is naught , will the buyer ſay. That pain is 
almoſt pat which is not fore thought of therefore to 
him that is afflified this pitie ſhould be ſhrwed, that 
where every word worndeth there few words would 
be u/ed: words not aggravating but extenuating , 
miſeries : Whereas that form of ſpeech which God 
(b) ſeth unto his Patriarch is ( if ye reviewit) unto 
his bead a maul, in his fade arrows, and in his Heart a 
Sword. 

Take now w—— Nelciſure to deliberate? No time 
to prepare ? 

Take now thy Son — Ever the nearer the relation, 
the more cutting the ſeveritie, 

T hine onely Son — Oh ſtabbing ! For pure pitie 
that word onely would have bin omitted. 

Thine onely \ſaac —— What, by Name too? 

Thineonely Iſaac whom thou Loveſ} No more 
(exceptye would breake Abrahams heart) no more. 
If ye would not enrage do not awaken, his greedie 
D 2 lorrowes. 
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forrowes. Do not firſt draw out the bowels of his af 
fefions unto a full length, and afterward twift and 
torture them. The fathers memorie is freſh enough 
af it /elfe, do not vex it as @ thing that is raw. 


Offer up thy Son thine onely Iſaac thine 
onely aac whom thou loveft ? — Certainly , if fain- 
ting did nor, aftoni/hment did, render the Patriarch 
quire ſfeechleſſe: and as certainly, the ſame 'rehe. 
mency of anguiſh which un-tongue-tied theSon of Cre. 
ſuswhen(dumb as be was)he found words topre/ſerr'e 
his condemned Father, might make this Patriarch, 
while he now ſeemeth $eechleffe, argue the cauſe 
of his demanded 7/aac. 1. Did I nor ſay unto thee 
Do not thou deceive mee? Was not my requeit, O that 
Iſmael might live in thy preſence ? 2. Hath God ſaid, 
and ſhall not He do it? Hath He $oben, and will noe 
He makyg it good? Is he a man that his purpofe ſhould 
change? Or the Son of Man that he ſhould lze? 3. 
Hath He ſworn and would he repent? Where is the 
truth of his Free and frequent promiſes ? of his volun- 
tarie and ſolemn covenant ? In whom ſhall all Nations 
be bleſſed, if 1/aas muſt die? 4. Accompr that God 
1s able to raiſe him up from the Dead, yer what pro- 
Fit is there in his blood? Shall the Duſt praiſe thee, 
O Lord? Shall it declare thy truth? 5. If the Lord 
will have /acrifice rather then mercie, ſhall not the 
judge of alt the Earth do right? He who forbeareth 
the guittie, will He ſlay the innocent? 6. All Soules are 
thine: even the Soules of the righteous as well as the 
Soules of the wnrighteows : yer, loe, Can the blood of 
T/aac ſpeak better things then the blood of Abel did? 

X As 
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As Abel was, ſhall 7/aas likewiſe be,a type, a figure, 
of good things to come ? Or. 7. If the Lord C for the 
Lord isa God that weigheth ations) if the Lord (ac+« 
cording unto: the Cornſel of his good pleaſure) be in- 
deed working ſome great myſterze of gndlineſSe,Since 
Samſon will not refu/e to interpret His riddleto his 
Delilah, yea fince the Lord concealed not what 
flames of vengance he was bringing upon Sodom, will 
he now hide from Abraham the thing which he is now 
dieing? Anſw: He (a) will: and becauſehe (-)will, 


3. Anſw. Abraham was tempted, as (6) in the 
manner how,ſo ( 6:) in the place where this burden was 
layed upon him: For Qzeft: whence did he (<Jari/e, 
but from thence where he reftedall the laft night? 
Where did he ldge all the laft night, but in Beers 
ſheba at his ewne home? Within his owne home Where, 
EXCePpt in the tent of Sarah his Wife? Anſw:lf there, 
Trouble him not, the door is now ſhut , and the wife of 
his boſome is with him in bed. True, were he now 
( while this agonie is upon him J as farr ab/ent from 
His dwelling place, as David and Davids cavalires 
will then be diftanced from their un-concerned fami- 
lies, when they ſhall Chereafter ) lament over Zik- 
lag ; Were He now (as they will be)left alone in 

fields wide and open, he might now- (lice them Jby 
himſelfe alone ſecurely lift up his woice in weeping un- 
till he hath no more power to weepe, Bur being now 
ſurpriſed within his own doores, even in the tent, that 
I may not ſay in the bo/om, of his Wife, Sarah ; 
Start out of his ſeep he (a) doth © bur ſhould one 
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Jogh, one- ſob, one groan, eſcape his frangled 
thoughts, Imagine ye the re/a/t. His Wife,ſhe would 
cling about his elbow © A bloodie Huſband wnto 
Me thou arty 1/aac would hide him/elfe among 
the ſiuffe ; Domeftick Servants would mutinie 
« Shall Tſaac die who is the Heir of promiſe ? 
Iſaac hall not die, In ſhort, His own trai- 
ned bands would ariſe in armes againſt Abra» 
ham, as againſt a Fanatick |! To conclude, ei» 
ther his Obedience toward his God he muſt fruftrate 
C and friftrate his Obedience toward his God,he will 
not: elſe, being in bitterneſs for his only Son , 
for his only Son he dareth not weep z no not 
for his only 7/aac. Upon Benjamins neck Fo» 
ſeph ſhall pleaſe himſelf in weeping ; the bowels 
of Abraham yern, upon {/aac's neck he may not 


Peep. 


4. Abrabam was tempted in the No time (bY given. 
The daughter of Fephthah, fo God will orderit, 
ſhall go childle/s among Women ; a joyful mother of 
children , a happy mother in //rael, ſhe ſhall nor 
be : nevertheleſs , this indulgence her tender fa- 
ther may grant , he may el give unto her 
Fill two months ſpace, and therein fro bewail 
and celebrate her Virgin. life , before ſhe be fi- 
rally conſecrated a Nunn, a Veftal, a Yotarie 
to her God. Burt, a$ for the Father of laag, 
He wuſt ſeize , he muſt apprehend, he muſt take 
his //aac not two months hence bur preſently. 
Where it isſaid unto him (b) Zake thy ſon, there 
it, 
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i is ſaid Unto: him (b) Take thy ſon now, 


s, Whither muſt he take Him ? 

1. Anſw: Not unto the tent of his abode, for 
there he might have ruſhed upon, have gulped 
down, and irrevocably have executed the unnatu- 
ral Duty , ere ever his more conſiderate heart had 
given place unto the recoilings of his fatherly com» 
paſſrons , Loving-HKindneſſes, and affefions. 

2, Anſw. Neither might (that) neighbouring 
grove be the ſhadow of his /ons death: for there 
he might have called in aid. But: 

3. Anſw. He was to take his /on unto a place 
(d)efarr off, whichplace, mount Moriah by name,was 
above forty miles diſtant from Beer/ſheba, which 
forty miles were 5, in this winterly ſea/on, unto the 
feeble Fnees, and langniſhing Spirits , of heavie 
hearted Abraham ,- little leſs (d) then three daies 
journey: During a greet part of which three daies, 
to $eakte, was to betray his grief; to be ſilent , 
was to breed /iFicion; to Hand Fill, was diſobe- 
dience; to return back., was rebellion; and to go 
forward , was death | 

4 Anſw: Get thee into the land of Moriah unto 
one of the mountains which( b)1will tell thee of'y 
How ſhall he gerthither ? The ſame Yiſron which 
(a) diflurbed his firſt nights re, will theſe next 
two nights hold his eyes wakeing ; or if ſlumber 
he doth , his very ſuntings will affright him ; 
How can a dejedted, crafie, aged, perion travail, 
if he wanteth both feep: and ſuſtenance? He can 
cat. 
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eat no food, except bread of affiitim; and he 
more heartily feedeth upon his griefes, then upon 
that. I dare not ſay he mingleth his drink with 


. teares, for theſe he ſuppreſſeth; In the ſtead of 


weeping openly , he bleedeth inwardly : and nomar- 
veil, ſeeing every Flep between Beer-ſheba and 
mount Moriah preſſerh fo heavily upon his droope 
ing Spirits. Father ſaid the (g) ſecure lad, Where 
is a Lamb for the burnt offering? Nigh at hand 
( rhoughr the Father ) but he durft not /ay ſo, He 
was glad to pluck up his Spirits, when with a 
forrowful heart ( 1 wiſle ) he happily replied (h)God 
will provide himſelf a lamb, my ſon. Hungry and 
thirty his ſoul fainting in him, upon naked moun« 
tains in bleak, weather ſlowly and mournfully he 
laggeth on, glad if he might be priviledged to 
Frinkle the ground with teares, and his bead with 
Aſhes , bur he may not thus mitigate his qfliti- 
ons : When, after many, and many a weari/om flep, 
he long at the laſt Cd ) ſaw the place afarr of, 
much more when he (i) came quire to it, then, 
more then ever, he fixed his farepel eye upon his 
now fhort-liv'd Iſaac; And the more he now 
fixed his eye upon his 7/aec, the more did his eye 
now affe#t his heart : Bur more ( by many degrees 
more )was his ſad and mournfull heart pirtifully 
greived then when he (k) ftretched forth his hand, 
and took. the Anife ! For 


6 Abrabam was tempted as in the place appropri- 
ated to this /acrifice, ſo in the ſacrifice to be offered 


ups 


tbe Faithfull terypted, 31 


« The ſacrifice to be offered up was (5) a burnt of 
fering : and this ( ye know) required (F as well 
fre, as « Knife. This burnt ofering was (4) firſtta 
be ſlain, and then (D to be conſumed with fire. I ſay 
again. 

Tſaac was (1) as firft to be-bound, and then to 
be layed over the altar upon the wood, ſo firſt ro be 
ſlain with a Anife, and then to be burnt, A cruettie 
it will be to cutt the throat of T/aacy but the inhu- 
manitie ceaſerh not here : for, when his throat is 
cutt, then muſt his body, his hole body, be burned , 
wholy burned, to aſhes, Sirs,- if this be that death 
which1/aac is to ſuffer,ſay I, Let me not ſee the death 
of the Lad. But ( to make the cataFrophe yez more 
tragical | ) His Father muſt /ee it; And yet is this 
ſigh, this prodigiows Sight but the leaft of his trials. 
For 


7. Abrabam was tempted as in the ſacrifice (b) aſ- 
fgned, ſo in the ſacrificer (hb) ordained. T/aac the 
Son, He is to be the ſacrifice; Abrabam the father , 
He is to be the /acrificer / 1. If 1/aac muſt indeed 
be offered up for a burnt offering, let ſome un-concer- 
ned firanger, or other, be hired to be the ſacrificing 
Prieft. 2. If by a firange hand the Son of Abraham 
may not die, Order ſome meane out Servant togive 
the deaths wound, 3. If no inferiour Servant may , 
let Eleazar the Steward, wnder goe this ſeruitude. 4+ 
If Eleazar may not, O let Jhmaelte farced upon 
the Dutie. 5, Let any hand whatſoever, rather then 
the hand of Abraham himſelfe, binde and ſlay the 
Son of Abraham. Fur E Who 
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Who may fay unto God, What doeft thou? Abras 
ham muſt (b) apprehend, Abraham muſt (<) cons 
dit, Abraham muſt Cf) burden, Abraham muſt (i) 
binde, Abraham can not ( & ) refu/+t to ſlay, Abraham 
can not, refuſe to burn to aſhes, his Son, his onely 
$»n , his onely Iſaac, his onely Z/aac whom he loveth ! 
Even fo much that 


From v. 2. unto &v. 11.'0f Gen. 22, Abraham was 
tempted. | 


N the multitude of thoughts within Him, r. While 

he 1. ariſeth ſo early 2. Sadleth the Aſſe, 3. clea- 
zeth the Wood, 4. calleth aſide to and bnr two youn 
men, and $. with them draweth his T/aac out o 
doores. 2, While he(c) conſulreth hott and privacie; 
for why elſe did he himſelfe both Saddle the 4o+, 
and cleave the Wood? 3. While indi$Þo/ed and enfee- 
bled as he was ) he (c) began and continued his Wine 
zerly C that] may nor ſay his fatal) journey. 4. When 
by ſome wdorbtedſegnall, 1 mean, by ſome cloud 
teſtifying Gods preſence, or rather by ſome pillar of 
fire ; or rather by ſome new appearing Starr he was 
(c) told of, and therefore (d) ſaw, the place afar of; 
5, While for reaſons but too two well ' bpow unto 
himſelfe , he left his two young men(e)behind him, 
6. All rhe,while that his Son was Cf) earrying the 
Wood, and that he himſelfe was (7) carrying the 
Fire andthe Anife. 7, While he (7) r. built the oltar, 
2, upon it laied the Woodin order, 3. bowind his Son, 
4 laied his Son Over the altar upon the Wood, 5, 


When 
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When he too& the Xnife ; and 6. Sretched forth his 
hand, his trembling hand, to ſlay his 1/aac, his onely 
J/aac : Inall which tran/-afions , unto the unwil. 
lingly-willing Father of 1/aac, every new occurrence 
could be noleſſe then a new conflid ! 


2. Abrabam was tempted as well in Deede a$ in 
Thought : He was afflified, if it were poſſible , more 
in the evils which ominouſly attended theſe Occurren- 
ces, then in theſe Occurrences which confuſedly per» 
plexed his Obedience. 

i. Abraham was ( comparatively) a feeble perſon, 
a perſon aged an hundred twenty five yeeres, 1/aac 
was a Furdie lad,a lad aged about twenty five yeeres. 
Tſaac was (f) better able to carrie all the Wood re» 
quiſire for a burnt offering, then his Father was to 
dring with him the Fire and the Anife. How there- 
fore could the Patriarch fingly by Aim/elfe alone 
over power, bind, and ſlay the robufttows youth 1/aac ? 
Should the hoy find 4% own Firength , ſhould he 
deeme his caſe deSperate, turn again, ſuatch the Anife 
out of his Parents hand, and {( of the two evils } 
chuſe rather to El, then robe Ailled, Which way 
could the heartleſſe, weariſh old man be enabled to 
help himſelje? Alas, alas, for his young and ftirong 
Son 1/aac , Abraham ( the aged )is no match ( no 
match at all ! 

2. On the other fide, Granr that 7/aac will not 
reſt unto blood; Let him beyond all expefation moſt 
humbly ſufter both his 4ands and his feete to be #1- 
ed and bound; Imagine him ſo made up of /elfe-deni» 
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als, that he becometh obedient even unto the death, 
Tf what life the Father, the weake Father, can not 
take from the Sony that life the ſon, the obedi- 
ent ſon, moſt chearfully layeth down . Surely,Sirs, 
the S.ene is now changed, the rmexShefted ſubmiſ- 
ſiveneſs of the child charmeth and tieth up the 
Bands and intention of the Father: Had the boy bin 
fout hearted, he might by reſting and firvgling 
have warmed a conflancy in the re/o/ution of the 
parent ; bur, ſeeing the meek. child doth more guiet» 
ly then any Lamb give up his throat unto his Fa» 
thers Knife, Slay him that can for Abraham: If 
cauſe ſo requireth, Abraham can die in the ſtead 
of his «hild , bur ſlay Aimhe cannot. Homſhall 
give thee up, Waac ? How ſhall I offer thee up, my 
Son? My bowels are turned within me, and my re- 
pentings are Kindled together. O that 7 might dye 
for thee, my ſon,my ſon. 

3. Let Father and Sor too religiouſly determine 
that Fehovab ſhall fullfitt his whole pleaſure upon 
them both. Let the burnt offering by God required ve 
both by the ſacrificer and by the ſacrificed a free- 
will offering - Let T/aac be lain, and,being ſlain, 

let him be 4rret to aſhes. An Hour hence,when 
the beat of zeal is infenſibly cooled, and when Fa» 
therly affefions do as inſenſibly Kindle, View then 
the Patriarch weeping for his only Iſaac, becauſe 
be is not. 

4. Ler him wipe all teares from his eyes, and let 
him wipe them all away by Faith ; the bod upon 
his hands he cannot ſo ſoon waſhof'+ Loega lit- 

tle 
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t'e diflance hence two young men(e) wait as wel the 
Sons as the Fathers return. Ler Abraham ſee to 
it; Should their blood ariſe at blood-guiltine/?, 
Should they in @ farie avenge upon their old Ma» 
fer the death of their young Matter, the aged fa- 
ther, 1 wiſe, is but one againſt tz; Eſcape for bis 
life he cannot. 

5. Suppoſe that theſe tw young men will keep 
counſel , if they can; yet will not Sarah be (@ 
ſaid : AS for Zhmael, he will /u$e# His turn to be 
the next Hardly will any Subj deem himſelf 
Safe within the juriſdifton of ſuch a Prince,as hath 
by vertre of his arbitrerie power , in @ mercileſs 
Frenzie, ſacrificed even his «wn child. 

6. Give Abraham his life for a prey : yet, if the 
foundations be caſt down, what can the righteous dv? 
In Abraham his /eed;, which /eed is Crit, ſhall «1 
the world be Hleſſed ; Although Faac remaineth 
childleſs, in 1/ace ſhall Abrahbamhis /eedbe called: 
Sacritice Him, and out of whoſe loins ſhall come 
the appointed Saviaur of all mankind? Verily the 
Faith of Abraham, the hope of Gods ele, the 
FExpeftation of the Gentiles , are all three of them in 
vain, if fora burnt offering 1/aac be offered up 
childleſs. 

7. Accompt that God is ableto raiſe him from 
the dead, Let this Father of the Faithful! believe, 
”— and reſt aſuredihat, out of the dead aſbes 
of his Son, not another , but the /elf /ame Iſaac 
whom-he »fered up , ſhall be raiſed unto life upon 
earth; Grantall this, and more yz Nevertheleſs, 
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except his own family , and with them his other 
relations, believe the certainty of this as truly as 
He himſelf believeth it , Into what a Frait is Abra» 
ham now brought ? yea, 

8. Ler ſouxd believers, and with them all other 
well-wiſhers make the beſt interpretation which they 
rationally can make of this Patri«rch his Obedi- 
ence; Yer for an wun-provoked Father ( under a 
pretence of Religion ' ) ro embrue his own hands in 
the blood of his ownchild, is a Fatt ſo inhumane, fo 
barbarows, and ( in this age of the world ) fo une 
heard of , that the bruit of it will fpread farr and 
near ; It will znavoidably open the months of evil 
ſurmiſers to $eak_ all manner of Fal/hoods againſt 
Him both at Some and abroad. 

1, It will hence forward be charged againſt Him 
how, 1. Itwas for no goodneſs that of old he fled 
his Corntry, and hath ever - bin ſhifting places 
from one people to another Kingdom like a meer fu» 
gitive and vagabond. Nether 2. had he ( as þfty 
years ſince he did ) ſo careleſly forſaken his own hin- 
dred and his Fathers houſe, if he had not then bin, 
as henow is, devoid even of naturel affeftions : 
3. Hagar had a tafte of his kindneſs when he turned 
her packing out of doors: 4 Ir did not over much 
conſe with a conjuugal love , while his wife Sarah 
continued alive to take Hagar into his bed: and 
5. therewas in him as lictle honeſly as good nature, 
when ( to humour his moroſe wife ) He , contrary 
to the law of nations, diſinherited his firft bern 
ſon, //mael, In brief, the Wi/dom , the /abrie» 
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ty » the gravity, the integrity &c. of Abraham his 
whole life paſt will C by this one dead flie in his 
\Ointment ) be for ever hereafter utterly diſcredited, 
to ſay noWorſe. He who moſt juſtly velued his 
good name above ſpoiles by him tabenin warr,muſt 
now live tO bea /corn, and a deriſion, and a mon« 
Fer amonſt Men. Wherefore, if Jonah will ra- 
ther flie from the preſence of the Lord then adven» 
ture to be reputed a falſe Prophet, Conſider (1 
pray you) how wn-ſupportable a temptation will 
then cruſh this reverend and venerable Patriarch 
when He C hitherto a mighty Prince ) ſhall be had 
in no reputation, rather when he ſhall be an ab- 
je and of /couring' among men, even the gazing 
fock, and Spefacle of the World. Might Abraham 
be ſuffered to cutt as well his own throat , as the 
throat of T/aac, might he give his body to be burnt 
upon his /ons, and with his ſons aſhes intermix his 
#xpn , this would not be unto him ſo great a death, 
as thar{Contempt will be which the death of his 
I/aac will every where bring upon Him: Thar mark, 
which was ſer upon Cain will nor egzal tl.C brand 
which ſhall be fixed upon Abraham. 

2. Great was this trial, bur greater is that which 
attendeth ity ſeeing what reproaches ſoever aFer/e 
Him, /ully the undefiled worſhip of his God: Look 
how much you di/avow Him, and ſo much you 
diſeflteem his exemplary godlineſs; Blemiſh his good: 
yame, Yud ye blaft his holy profeſtion. Every 
fender apainſt himſelf doth, thorough His fide, 
word that Religion which Hz defendeth. For 
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example , His former zeal will be, by the lord 
of his Sm, diſcouloured, as if it had bin diſf- » 
mulation , hypocrifie , or what no! ? By the aſhes 
of his TJaac his late Devotions will ſeeme pale- 
faced, they will appeare like ſo much ſingu- 
laritie , humour, or affeflation. Yea the puritie of 
that tre Religion which He countengneeth, will now 
be cenſured a worſhip of his own invention! Alas ,that 
every altar by Him erefedin a thank ful remembrance 
of that God whom He /erveth , ſhould benceforward 
be lnkbed upon, not as the perpetual monuments of 
the onely true God, but aS certain arguments of this 
Patriarch his offtentatim and madneſse. Woe will ir 
be with the Houſ-Bold of faith, when the life of this 
Parent and the Death of this Child, ſhall be tates 
up for a ſcoffe, a taunt, for a reproach, and by-word, 
for a ridicule and a proverb, amongſt all the, in/ult- 
ing adverſaries of Godlineſse, 

Review a little how powerfully this laſt trial cem- 
preth Abraham to drſeft from offering up his 1ſeac. 
viz. To /arrifice his juft and moſt yo» Auf Dignitie 
and Z fleemin the fate of his $52, to ler his own Name 
periſh with his childes Life, by this one ſtroke ro 
make himſelfe of no reputation, the Patriarch( in du- 
ty roward his God) refuſeth not; could it Rand with 
the reputation of Divine Wor ſhip : But, ſo it is that, 
if the one ſuffarteth , the other ſuffereth alſo. The 
pure, the Holy, the unſpotted Worſhip of the moſt 
High God Will ( by this one ſacrifice once offsred up) 
be even unto perſons boneft. ſober, and quiet, an of 
fence and ſcandall. The ſcandal that will be given,the 

prejudice 
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Prejvdice that will be tottn againſt-rthe Hily Worſhip 
of the ghrins Lord God, this (this) is that which 
#cofteth down the heart of this Patriarch, while in 

the band of this Patriarch the flaughter-Anife is lif- 
ted up, A T6 | 


There yet remaineth one triall unſpoken of, the 
which in humane probabilitie will bring upon the 
Father of the Faithfull a greater temptation unto 
diſobedience , _ then this and /ome former circnmftans 
ces could doe, ere all of them blended together in- 
to one complicated evil The remaining 1riall is this. 

The 0bloquies of them who will revite Him, and 
bis religion , will fall not ſo malicionſly upon . Hims 
ſelfe, as upon the God whom He ſerveth, It 15 a» 
gainft His will that his 1/aac is ſlain, and therefore 
the worldwill ceaſe to aÞÞerſe Him as if He delighted 
incrveltiesg neither is it of 445 0zpn head that he he* 
begs this, /ecxifice,, ſo that ihe ſball at dong be 

rendedwithan af of will worſhip ; The burnt-off e- 
ring which he bringet6 he offereth up , not of chvice, 
bur in Duty: and the truth hereof will in due time 
come ta light. Bur herein ( as I conceive ) herein 
is the confternation of Abraham his Spirit : So long 
a\ the commandementot his God. might abide congea- 
led, ſo long there was not given unto the enemies 
of the Lordſo great an occaſton to Blaſtheme, On 
the other. fide, to the deepe anguiſh of his Suh, the 
Patriarch calleth. to mind; that. to ſoon a4 ever It 
ſhall be wnderFoed that the Lord had (aid ware him 
Offer up thy Son , forthwith all people will open heir 
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mottths againſt that Fehovah who laidupon the Fa» 
ther of I/aac a command ſo unmerciful, ſo ungodly, ſo 
perniciows. 

Behold, all other conflifs are now over : and all 
things are now readie : The alter is built , the Wood 
is orderly laid upon the altar ; By his own Father , 
Iſaac is bound; and is ( for the eaſe of his Father ) 
by his own /elfe placed over the altar upon the 
Wood: Art the Fathers feete, and in the Fathers bo» 
fome , the fire bindleth : His Armis firetchedfirth, 
and in his hand, rhe Fnife ; but the-/aSpence is 
If unro the God'of Abrabam the Son of Abrabam muſt 
be offerediup,What will the God of Abraham do unro 
his great Name? Anſw > Who ſo( will atheiſts ſay. ) 

. Who ſo would be bownd: by covenant == to'L ive 
and Die a ranger amongſt his Fnenmies, Who ſo, 
in Obedience unto his God; would ſift in tents from 
region to regionnot having upon earth aty C#tie, or 
dwelling place to abide in :. He who would be ever 
foparated from all his Xins-folke and Relations ; He 
who would Worſhip a Rirange God, a God whom the 
eye of man-never yet beheld, a God inviſible, a God 
of the Hebrews Cif any ſuch a handful. of people 
there be ;) a ne#-foitnd God), a God unknown une 
ro the moſt proifereus XKingdomes . and unto the 
moſt ſpreading Dominions of the World: Such a one 
as would ridiculouſly and obſcevely mangle, and cur- 
tail the foreskjnof his feſh; He thar can call it a 
point of high devotion to be the prodigious executi.e 
ner of his deare#ft childe ; Let him for/ake the God; 
of the Philiftines and of the Fgypiians, let him re. 

nounce 
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once the Gods of the Chaldeans and of the Co- 


naanites, and let him cleave unto the God of 4- 
braham, 


So then: If unto his offering wp his Z/aa: unto 
his Zehrwah ,- we add his not with-bolding his Je- 
hovah from the contempt of blaiphemers ; If unto 
the ſelf-denials on which of necefity he was to 
force His whole man, we annexe the evil conſe- 
quences which his /elf denials moſt ominouſly preſa» 
ged; It is as clear as His obedience: that , when 
Abraham offered up his Tſaac, Abraham was tempted. 


OBJECTION. 


Better it had bin, had neither God tempted 4 
braham, nor Abraham obeyed his God ; for here» 
by an Entrance was \afterwards miniftred farſt-unis 
the Heathens , next unto the Kingdom of 1/rachand 
then unto the Kingdom of Judah; to offer vp both 
Sons and Daughters firſt unto Devils, next unite 
inſenſible Creatures, and ſoon after ( to make the 
off ront complete }) unto God Himſelf, 


REPLY. :»- 
It is yer to beproved , that if God had ' never 


thus tempted Abrahamthen; folk would never have 

ered up theit-Sons, \arid their Daughters in Secri» 

£ Or-ſappaſe they woutd. riot &c, O man: ho 

rt thou. thet diſputeſt qgoinf God? Secingy » 
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the [ xtent of Gods Commandements is exceeding 
broad, ſo the Deſgns of them are excecding deep. 
From the beginning of the world was, is, and will 
be foreknown unto God what ſucceſs (o ever did, 
d»th, or will, atrend erery mans obedience 'unto 
every of His precepts. By ways unto us wnſearche 
able he is ever fulfilling his hidden pleaſure,ever 
fetching about” his hidden Gloryy as for vs, Whe 
hath bnrmprithe'mind of the Lord? Or MH ho hath 
bin His Connfel/ert: Leave unto the infinitely wiſe 
God things ſecret ; Our concern is in things - revea« 
led. 

1. It may bethe Lord hath ſaid unto Shimel, 
curſe David: Iv may be the jaft God had ſaidunto 
Satan, Let the bratsof Adam ſee what a Sottiſh, 
&piſh, and Tdolatrous , heart they cheriſh in their 
-gracelefs boſoms. For Satan, that wicked one,ceaſerh 
T6t10'workiewih. our of good : burthen( onr re» 
[f6p8 is ) God moſt: Holy worketh our g304 on of 
bis eoft:vthe Poi/ou of this ſubtile old Serpent is 
made! treacle. for the medicinal benefit of Gods tle. 
Wherefore, '12' | | 

2, Bleſs rhowahar Godwho hath not given thee 
over unto fuch abominable praftices, unto ſuch 
heliſh deluſions; As God hath not /orted thy daics 
unto the time of that ignorance, ſo he hath in this 
GoSpel-age called' thee into his marveilous lightiHe 
bath 'ſhewed th O-mar#hat "is good; 1 71115! 0) 

3--Let "the, /dblatries wbjefted convitice: Mitre 
frates how fear fat! a Judgment 'itis unto of Hinge 
dim , when the rulers thereof betr: the: Spot; 
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tain, Wee ſee, Leaveapeople unto the /rgpgeft ions 
of Satan, that is, Leave a perple unto what is goad 
in their own F yes, an they will commic wickeds 
neſSes deſtructive unio the very being and exifling 
of mankind: Yea they will think that they do 
God good Service , when they are a /moak, in his 
noflri(s. 
4 It was but once only that Lbrahamwas tempted io 
offer up his Iſaac upon the Altar: if it be rrue,that 
one ſmgle pattern hid ſo Mclignant an influence ups 
on ſeveral nuiions and ages y then. ler every one 
of us abRoir fiom 2ll appearance of evils A'little 
Leaven Leuneneth the whole Lump ; and evil ex 
amples, as well as evil words, corrupt goodtman- 
RErss 
5s. Let the trial wherewith 4braham was temp- 
ted ,ftop the mouth ( if the mouth can be Aopped ) 
of all. thoſe! ſeditiovs Separatifts among us, who 
C at-this day ) cruelly , diſdeinfully , ane deSpite» 
fully ſpeake againſt the righteovs ; more eſpecially 
if (at this day ) they ſubmit themſelves unto every 
ordinance of Man for the Lords ſake. Some Pro« 
teffanits', and among them ſome Conformitts, and a 
mong chem ſome GnFel-Minifters, be the endeavour 
of ' their hearts and-lives never fo. fiucere, yet if 
evil befal, Againſt rhery forthwith the tongues 
and guils of theſe Seftaries are their own! Who 
is -Zard over them ? 'Forſoorth they? deem it- a 
faire adrrautgge unto-theur Set and Partie,it they 
canLibellsnfly and /cofingly report of Abrubanrihar 
be Sared-no paines to hiave butchered Vis 1ſauc * 
F 3 wheres 
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Whereas it is not unknown unto all the Churches 
that this preſent Text, yea and a great part of this 
preſent Chapter inſpireth nor the diminution , but 
the praiſe of Abraham for conforming His private 
will unto the revealed will of God moi] Holy. 

Bur theſe latter Replies anticipate mine intended 
method; in as much as, the three Uſefull ob/ervati- 
118 explained from the la ro the firft, 1 would or» 
derly applie from the fir# to the /oft. For if 


Abraham was tempted, 


bo E T the innumerable afflitions. which this 

faithfull Patriarch ſuffered, for ever here. 

after un deceive thoſe ignorant worldlings who think. 
hardly of all ſuch orefe ſoars as endure tribulation. 
When Chriſis Diſciples ſaw a man blind from his 
Sirth they quickly asked ** Who ſinned ,this man, or 
his Father? When, by clinging upon St- Pauls hand, 
a viper ſeemed to threaten Death unto that Apoſtle, 

the Barbarians at Melita raſhly concluded * This man 

was /ome murderer. Uſually the like opinion poſſeſ> 
ſeth the zen of this world: If they ſee one fallen ins 

40 infamie, povertie, or ſome other diſtreſs, they 
begin to conceive hard thoughts apainſtſuch a Chris» 


-Hian. Bur a believers comfort is that Gods thoughts 


are not as Mans thoughts z With the moſt, he that 
is ow in this world is low in mans eye; but in Gods 
Eye he is not. Abrabam had the hawour { the peculiar 
honour)to be fliled the Friend of God ,yet db ye find 
him toſſed from place'to place,a long while pram o 
thwarte 
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thwarted by the Wife of his 5o/om 3 and through her 
meanes|deprived of the firſt bodie that had made him 
a Father, to witt, of Hogarz and of the firſt Son that 
ever he delightedin,to witt,of 1fmael; as for 1/aac, 
in Him he was to /acrifice at once the deareft love, 
the greate#} joy, and the chiefeft hopes, which the 
whole world could yeild him : Wherefore if this 
Friend of God was thus humbledliet no worldling ſur- 
miſe evil of Gods favourites for any miſeries which 
befals them in this life, much leſle for any mi/eries 
which in th#s life. they draw upon themſelves by per- 
ſevering in their Duties, Bebold we accompt them 
happie that endure, 

2+ O conſider this ye that forget God Are any of 
you ſo proÞerow- that pride encompaſlſeth you as a 
chain, and ſetteth your mouth againſt the Heavens ? 
You who $eak thus boldly, and are thus corrupt this 
Hiforie, and other Hiftories like this, read yee. The 
righreous Abel was murdered by his own brophbery the 
righreous-Lott loſt all his wealth; upright Job, who 
more miſerable? you beheld the Innocent 1/aac nar« 
rowly eſcaping a moſt wntimely Death; And your 
eares have beard,and the eares of this a/Semblie have 
heard with what reiterated conflifts the faitbjulAbras 
ham was tempted; If here upon earth the troubles of 
the righteous are ſo many and fo ſearching , can you 
here upon earth hope to eſcape Gods judgments? (Be 
not mercifull,O Lord, #nto them that iin of malicious 
wickedneſSe.)Lappeal unto that Flood which in the 
daies of Noah drowned a whole world of tran/gre/- 


ſours, I appeal unto that firefrom Heaven, which in 
the 
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the dajes of this Patriar:h Abraham,made S$1d um and 
Gomorrah the pitturts of Hell;(Wicthin our own age 3 
Hland )lappeal unto late civil Wars, unto latter peſt i- 
lences, and unto derorring fires hardly yet guench» 
ed:( Within your own þb1/975,) 1 appeal unto your 
ſelf-condenininp con/. iences 5 that if rhe Righterws 
are /carcely preſerved inthis ord, ir this world 
it ſhall po if with the wicked If fawouriies are 
thus ofAlified here, ſhall Z nemies connnue here 
unpuniſhed ? God ſhall wound th- Zead of his ene- 
mies, and the hayrie ſcalp of ſuch a One as goeth 
on ſlill in his tre$cſoes, 


3. Ler Abraham his temptati ns ſpeak pea:e unto 
many Sons of Abraham, wio ( as if they were ne» 
ther Sanfified. nor Adipted, nor Elefted ) are 
prone , alas, to d:/quiet their Sos in the day of 
trial. Some Chriſtians, although they believe that 
ſufficient tor the 'diy is every daiCes. trouble, al- 
though they grant, that man born in Sin is born to 
fee forrosful daies ; although they reed that God 
coth not. willingly Alf, yea although they fore- 
know that whom the'Lord Loveth , them he cba- 
Hen th; yet, whenttefierie tryal trempreth, they 
think that range | 

1 ]heſechtuch dejefted Spirits to ponder well 
that ke is the Penman of this / piſtle,who was(p)in 
tondss aud that theſe Hebrews were then ſincere 
con: erts, when they were +2Z'oiled of their. goods , 

q ?ftr.10 34% and wee, by repruache 5 * wade a gazing-Hock! 
tu In ikis cav. Xl, It waSn0! before, bui after, that 
they 
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they beleesed, that they v. 33. wandred intro de/erts, 
Mountaines, dens, and caves Or that they, v. 37. 
were deftitute, afflifled, tormented , floned, tempted , 
ſlain with the ſword, and ( fome of them ) ſawn a» 
ſunder; that they v, 36. bad 2 greater trial then any 
of rheſe, even the triall of cruell mockings, of /coffs 
which fetched blood like a Sword in the bones! Wich- 
in my Text, Iſagc(Ca type of the ſuffering Feſws ) 
ſaw Death, a\tbough he felt it not. And Abrahom , 
the Father of the Faithful, was more tempted, then 
Haac himſelfe was! Unto you I applie this, O yee of 
little faith : If, as unto the/e Saints ( whoſe Names 
are here written in this bookg of Martyrs) it was, ſo, 
unto you it 55, (r) given to beleeve ; Is ita marvel Un (1 pp, ; 6 
to Tow, if, as it likewiſe was unto ihem;ſoiris unto | 
Tau, given to ſuffer ? 1t.is your comfort, that ye are 
Sons and not Baftards? And would ye be treated 
like Baſtards, and not like Sons ? If ye would, 

2. Since ( at this inſtant) your chaFi/ement ſee« 
meth ,not joyore, but greivoxs ; Bleſte ye your God, 
for that your affliftions equal not Abrahams. They 
(s) ſhall movrn as for an onely Son, Topart with a (9)Zecb,r2,10; 
child, and He a cbild growing ta#., as well in expe- 
Aation, as in. Fature: One who' might hereafrer 
have bin the Foff of our old age , and was, forthe 
preſent, the Defire of our eyes: to loſe the enjoyment 
of a Son and Heir , then when that onely'Son began 
to rejoyce Qnely#n the Lord; this jig Cindeet) mo 
ordinarie triall.: Yet (Give God the Glorie)as)/mert 
as our preſent chattiſement is, it is novſo.greivowas 
the temptation of Abraham was. Who have bin unto 
G God 


% 
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God the truer friends, We or the Patriarch! Whoſe 
temptations have bin the greater, the Patricrchi,or 
Ours ? Weigh we, in the /ame balance, the burden , 
the number; the ſharpene/Fe, of Abraham his trialls 
with owr 0x7; we ſhah then feele our own to be, as 
the 4poftle juftly effeemeth them, light offiiflions. 

3. Since he was a Friend of God who was thng 
tempted, Pleflc thou thy God ſo ofren as he beftow- 
eth upon thee the favour of a correflion: They who 
were fortie yeares bumbled in the wilderneſſe, were 
not Moabites, or Amonites, bur the choſen people of 
God : and, when upon their back the plewers plonwed 
long furrows, it was that out of — which 
was oncefabow pi , they might bring forth a 
plentiful barvel?. Ieis not the chef, bur the wheate, 
which men take paines to winnow, and the better the 
wheat, the more tbrougbly ir is ſifted. We give no 
ſuch diligence ta mek teador tinn, as is uſed in re- 
fSneinge either Silver or Gold; and, of Gold the lar. 
ger the Wedge or ingott, the more feerie the trial. It 
is the Vine brouch that beareth Fruite , which the 
Hushand:maon pryzeth ; and, the choicer the grape, 
the ware ivdufirigaw.is the Hus -bandman. When the 
Lord waketh up his jewels, he firſt f/eth, and then 
polifhet b, themy and, the dearer his children are un- 
to Him, the firifter is their education : Caft Daniet 
into a furnace of fire, and you make him the com- 
panion of an. Angel; While God giveth umto you a 
priviledge to endure temptations, he giveth-unto you 
a felow-ſhip in the ſufferings of Chrift. Burt then 

4+ See that ye lo/e not the benefit of your temp» 


tations, 
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tations. ( If thou wilt thank thy God for giving thee 
warning: ) while the warning is batt, let. not the 
ſeaſon of grace coole, Thy bitter herbes are phyſical, 
uſe them afore they be withered: God intendeth our 
Firitual health, as ever we would receive mo hurt 
by this pby/eck, let our endeavours ſecond His inten- 
tions, There are P/alms of Degrees, yez and croſSes 
of Degrees too, if we be not wanting unto owr ſelves, 
we may by theſe, as upon the rounds of Facobs lad- 
der climbe the Heavens: It was, by a whirl-wind,that 
Elijah was taken up. If thou art /mitten to the 
ground aud aftoniſhed, as He ( Af. IX.) was; tremble 
as He did, and with Him, ſay, Lord, What wilt thou 
bave mee to do} That our Sorrow may, be turned ins . 
to Joy , let the temptationwhereidwearefula baye 


its perfeft work. God tried gracelefly Sanl, and God ., .. 


tempted Faithfull Abraham; when (Saul was tried , 
Saul ſpared 4gag:.but when Abrabam was tempted, 


«  Abreham ofiered. up J/ags: 


B E afraid therefore ye ſinners whotrample under 
foote the Blood of Feſas, and be ye borribly a» 
fraid ye Atheifts who' crucifie- unto your ſelves the 


was tempted and offifled, 'perſans that are wngod! 
could not in this.life expe& ro continue an ies 
long : Let mee now, add. | ' 

1, If the inigyitie of your heeles do not overtake 
you md fmpgtirrpy about before ye.Die ;[fuhere 
benno Death in your bands ; If you came not-inio 

| G 2 | 
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trowbles like other men ; itis, that your profferitie 
way deſtroy you:If the patience of rhe al/-/eeingGod 
ſuffer you to fill xp the meaſure of your offences , it 
is, that ye may not be ab/e 10 abide the day of his 
coming. If He that cometh to judg terribly the earth, 
letteth you alone ro feede the evil imaginations of 
your heart in quiet ; it is, that (like the Deere in 
your Parks of pleaſare, and like the Oxon in your 
paſture-ground ) ye may be fatted againſt the day of 
ſlaughter. One eſpeciaM reaſon why whole burnt offe« 
rings werear the firſt intituted, was, to ſignifie un. 
(OHebr.12,29, 10 88, thar (1) our God #5 a conſuming fire, viz. everie 
man that is not ſeaſoned with rhe Salt of grace, ſhall 
(u) Mark.g: (+) be ſalted with the fire of Tophet.-Snch as are 
i Jandlified by the Yre- of the Holy Ghoft, ſhall C like 
(&) Row:1 5,16, _ be-unts God (x) an acceptable burnt offering; 
Shch as do not by faith pwrifie their heart and their 
whole than, from dead works;to /erve the living God, 
ſhall be not like Z/aac,butr like thar Ram which (in 
the Read of Hrar.) Abraham offered up, they ſhall 
(») Pſal 39.20, be (y) as the fatt of Lambs, they ſhall everlaſtingly 
conſnize; into ſmoke ſhall they con/ume away for ever 
Nevettheleſſe, 

2; Hbw "deÞerately wicked ſoever thou haſt 
bin in times paſt, for the time to come here is open« 
ed unto thee a door of (hope: for 11 He who ſpa» 
red I/aac, and actepted the Ram, teftifieth even 
unto thee that His Delight is, not in ſacrifices, but 
in mercies 2. 'When whisouly ſor was offered upon 
the Mtar , he wa$then a'type-of that /on of God 
who is made a Proptiation for thy Sins: 3.  Al> 

; though 
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though 7/aac was bound, His God releaſed him ; 
and, although thou' arr tyed and bound in the cords 
of thy Sins, the ſame God would releaſe even thee, 
4. After 1/aac was releaſed, the Lord bleſſed 1/a- 
ac z wouldeft thou riſe and walb , God hath for 
thee, ftore of bleſſings; O tafte and /ee that the 
LORD is good. Bur 5. What ſort of Darling 
is this Dalilah which thou preferre#t before the 
poſfeſhour of heaven and of earth? Anſw. A ſeeming, 
and but a ſeeming , pleaſure of Sin; In this age, 
there is in ſome Sins no ſort of Delight, excepr 
they be” infamous as well as Wicked: There is no 
pleaſure in diceing » except the Patrimonie be fa» 
hed, as well as the Guiney : Apples of Sodomare no 
raritie at moſt Banguets : The. apparel of ſome 
men were not in faſhion, were it not of more va- 
lue then a years revenue will pay for : Neither are 
they welcome at a feaſt , except they be ſo drunk, 
thar they need a withdrawing room. - The cove- 
tou/neſs of ſome Miſers 13 ſo idolatrows, that they 
ſer their hearts more upon their riches, then up» 
on that God which giveth them a Power to get 
wealth : and ſuch is the Luxurie of others, as if 
riches could not make unto themſelves wings, 
wereithere no Feathers to be found in their caps. 
Tell me now, in coo] blood: Head-aking drunken» 
neſs, unclean Iufts, ( Luſts which make thy bones 
rotten, a$ well as thy communication; ) unthriftie 
riots, :weariſom idlene/s, wide-mouthed Oathes, 
wagodly jeſtings , unblefſed vanities, ( Vanities 
linked together by that Prince of Darkneſs who 
G 3 with 
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with them chaineth thee unto his bottomleſ$ 
Tirt: ) Are theſe the //aacs which thou art fond 
of? Wouldeſt thou rather eternally Sacrifice thy 
ſelf a burnt offering in hell torments, then Sacrifice 
theſe needleſ# evils ? For ſhame mortifie thou thoſe, 
follies which, if thou dieſt not wnto them, will be 
unto thee death eternal. Wouldeſt thou break, off 
that yoke, cleave that wood, which hath hitherto 
prepared fewel for hell fire, wouldeſt thou make. 
Jeſus Chriſt thine «ltar, and upon that altar ſa«. 
ciifice thine 1/aac , even thy whole man z wouldeſt 
thou Crucifie thy lufts, ſtudie ſelf denial, and place 
thine endeavours upon exercifing thy /elf unto 
Godtineſs, thy Delights upon the pleoſantneſs of 
new obedience, and thine affefions upon things Spis- 
ritual and heavenly ; He that can abundantly pars 
don , and is mightie to ſave, would ſay unto thy 
foul, as he ſaid unto Abraham, now Know I that 
t hau feareſt God. 


2, Whereas it is feared that this people of Fn 
gland hath a revolting and a rebelliow heart , our 
backslidings will guickly ceaſe, if we take out thar 
pattern which is here given unto us by this Father 
of many nations. Bleſſed be our God, we have. a 
| ny King y we have excellent Lawesz we have 


udges which do, at every Aſrze » give a charge 
that thele Laws be duly executed; unto theſe 


Judges , we have ſubordinate Magiftrates, ſul «: 
ordinate unto theſe, Magtrates , we have ſworn 
Officers ; ſubordinate unto theſe, Houſe Feepers ;. 


and 
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and unto theſe , their Children and Servants. Ir 
was, when El; honew»4-his Sons more then God, 
that matters went &Mi/s with Himand His people : 
bur, when Phinehas ſtood up and executed Fudge» 
ment , then was the Plague layed. If Parents and 
Maufters offerup their 1/aacs, their Children and 
Servants, to be auly Catechiſed; ſo duly Catechi- 
ſed, that the fear of the Lord is unto them their 
treaſure z this will lay ſo good a foundation of a pro« 
Ferows government ., that Wiſdom and Fnowledge 
will be the Stabilitie of our times. Parents and 
Mafters will conftrais their Familes to ſubmit unto 
their own happine/?, that is , to learn Catechiſmes, 
to frequent the publick worſhip of the God and Fas» 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and to /anflifie God 
in their bearts; when, atevery Sefton and Viſita- 
tion , ſworn officers offer uP their 7/aac, as well 
as their pre/ſentments ; that is, when they ſo denie 
themſelves that they preſent all ach as will nor 
dexie imgodlineſs; and when they ſuffer not Congres 
gations to crumble into Meetings , or rather, into 
no Meetings, And this Sworn Officers will be glad 
to dv, when they are made to fear an Oath. And, 
an Oath they will fear, when at, Sefrons and at 
Viſitations, our Rulers rule »4th diligence,and offer 
up their Iſaacs. And this they will dowhen (ma- 
king Religion their buſneſs ) they prefer the favour 
of God, before the favour of man. Ye therefore, 
beloved, ſeeing ye know the/e things before , be- 
ware leſt any of you being led away With the er- 
rour of the wicked, fall from your own Stedfait- 

neſs 
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neſs Who knowerth whether he is not born in 1454 
Kingdom for ſuch a time c2:zFgj? God will do ſo 
to him and more al/o , who when he #s there unto 
called, doth not offer up his 7/aac, | 


3. Letthe /elf denials of Abraham ſhame every 
one among us into a greater Watchfulneſs &c,He, 
arthe (b) firſt intimation , aroſe (c) early,wenr 
on diligently , ptrſevered (d) conftantly to obſerve, 
againſt his on will , the will of his God; chuſing 
rather to bean unnatural parent, then an unduti» 
fel ſervant : Whereas ſome of us have delaicd , 
from year toyear , before we would yeild io take up 
our daily croſs: precept upon precept , line upon 
line we have received, bur what an/wer have we 
returned unto him that hath written unto us the 
honourable things of Nis law , Statutes, which if 
a man world dy, he might even live in them? Thou 
who conformeſt thy ſelf unto the licentiouſne/s of 
an evil world, Did this Patriarch , ar one private 
Item , ſurrender his only Son, and will noral) the 
publick, Commandements which thy God bath in fo- 
ving-kindnef, laid upon thee, prevail with thy lips, 
to bite in avain oath, with thine appetite,to forbeare 
an wn healthy fin, with thy memorie to treaſure up 
Heavenly Anowledge, or, with thine underfianding , 
to perfurm Duties profitable , comely and of good re. 
port? The more eaſe that yoke is which Chr ilt /ateth 
upen us, the more careful howld we be to follow the 
example of this Father of Iſaac; otherwiſe,the burnt 
oferingwhich he with-be/d not, will, at the loft day, 

be 
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be offered in judgment againſt us. Be not deceived , 
God is not mocked: as a man /acrificeth, ſo is he ac» 
cepled. 


4 Since Abraham offered up his 1/aac , learne 
thou ofhim ro hold every blefing which thou recei- 
veſt from Go4,with a minde prepared io reſigne it 
to God. Jehovah, he is the Lord poſſeſſour as of Heas 
ven, fo of Farth ; and whatſoever mercie thou re- 
ceiveſt from him, that thou receive bur during his 
will and pleaſure : What thou obtaineſt by prater is 
but borrowed, and to grudge when thou art to pay 
what was but horrowed,is flatt diſhoneſt ie: Whar thou 
enjoyeſt From God'is neither deſerved, nor purchaſed ; 
but by the providence, and goodueſs,and. loving kind- 
nefſe of thy liberal Mater, it is intruſied with thee 
for thy comfort and conveniences, but for His uſes , 
ſervice, and honour ; It is favour enouph for thee , 
that God hath owned and entertained thee as His 
Reward, Wherefore (when at any time thy God cal- 
leth from thee ſome child, or ſome other comfort ) 
of his oxpn thou giveſt him; miurmure not, repine nor, 
be nor, in any wiſe, be not thou di/ſcontented Pro- 
feſle thou Þ Good is the word of the Lord; Afenr 
thou, the will of the Lord be dune ;. Say thou , He 5 
the Lord, »hat/oever he pleaſeth, that let Him doe; 
As well when he taketh, as when he giveth, bleſle 
thou the Name of the Lord. It is very ob/ervable that 
( trwenty fix yeares ſince ) when there was but one 
night berween Sodom and deſtrufion , the Father of 
T/aac then uled earneſt prayers and arguments to 

H ſave » 
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fave, if it were poſſible, that wicked Citie from peri- 
ſhing: for the Men of Sodom he mediated ſeven times 
in a breath, for his blameleſſe and deare# Son , he 
intercedeth not: Qu: Why this? An/w: Holy Abraham 
loved - one righreous Z/aac more then all the 
finners of Sodom, bur ( ſo it was ) God had revealed 
concerning Sodom onely a conditional pleaſure, ſay- 
ing © 7 will go down and /ee ; Concerning Tac he 
had revealed his ab/olnte pleaſure, ſaying, Take now: 
Wherefore ſo ab/olute is the Patriarch his reſegnati« 
0, that notwithftanding his God had yeelderf unto 
him /eren times together 1n all that he had ſpoken in 
the behalf of Sodom; be doth not at all open his lips 
unto God in behalf of his Iſaac. Go thou , and do 
likewiſe: When God ſaith Ofer up, with- hold not 
thou. Being called unto /elf- denials, Let Duty teach 
thee not to argue, but to /ub mitt; not to diſpute bur 
to obey not to regueft, bur to reſigne. Let thy meek, 
thine Sumble, thy modeFt, thought be I am dumb 
I open not my mouth, becauſe thou doeft it. Nay 


5. Since thouoweft not onely what/oever & in thy 
arFrodie bur even thy /efe alſounto Him that isLord 
ofall , Araumah like, meete thou thy King in His De. 
fires. Make friends of unrighteous Mammon : What 
thou mayeſt not detaine, that give; and give cheare- 
fully, anto Him who loveth a chearefull Giver Whar 
thy God calleth for, that pre/ent, dedicate and come 
fecrate, firſt love thy Relations as dearly 28 Abraham 
loved //aac, and then eſteem Father, Mother, Wife, 
Children, and (with them) whatſoever elſe is pre» 
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clous, eſteem all of them rogether, roo /mal!, too 
mean, a preſent, to teftifie the readineſFe of thy devo. 
tion or the ſenceritie of thy gratitude, unto the Fa» 
ther and Giver of thy Lord Jeſus Chriſt : eſpeci- 
ally ſeeing ſo many as he lorerh, them he chaftneth, 
and ſo many as he chaflneth them he chaftneth for 
the Þiritual and eternal £00d of themſeives , or of 
others, or of both: whether 

r. For the benefit of others. Accompt upon it that 
wherein the God of all comfort doth comfort us in 
all our tribulation, therein he prepareth and beSfeg» 
keth us to comfort them who are in any trouble by 
the comfort wherewith we our/elves are comforted of 
God. Are the con/olations of God ſmall with thee ? 
( I hope nor?) Or 

2. By cafting diwn thine old and outward man, 
thy Godpreventeth thy new, thine inward, man 
from falling. Feſurum, when he waxed fatt, Kis- - 
hed; and Solomon, when he was full, denied God; 
Sois itwith thee, and with other Saints: Alas, 
the more holy mens livesare , the more advantage 
Satan ſeeketh to gett over them ; that old Serpent 
well knowing ,( by his on woful experience, thar 
there is no pride like into Spiritual pride: Where- 
fore that even the Fall of his children may bruiſe 
this Serpents bead, when the right hand of God 
exalteth them, moſt uſually his /eft band doth bum- 
ble them ; It is indeed unto their humiliation (but 
it js, ſo. unto their 4Sumiliation , that it conduce; 
unto their Aonour) that God doth fo yon. pla 


them in the for/orn hope : When no man upomea 
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wasSſo vpright as Job,then was theroaring Lim ler 
boſe againſt him; After Hezebjabhad pleaded finceri- 
tie, God gave him a tafte of his wnproSferons vain 
gloriouſneſs; David was confeſſedly a men afier Gods 
own keart, and at confefed!y £drltrrie Murder, and 
Pride iticlt, brought him very Low. Faced pre- 
vailed when he wraftlledwith God, bur Go1ſenr 
him Zalting away : Who more ſtout hearted chen 
Peter, and wi:o more cowheartedly denied his Fe- 
ſus? Satcn had not bin permitted io buffet Par, 
had not Paut bin exalted by abundant Revelations, 
Moſes was a meek man, but he ſpake ſo unadviſed- 
ly with his lips, that there was for him no Fntrance 
into Canaan: Abraham fo excelled in Faith that he 
was exenplarily and eminently the Father of the 
Faithful, but where was the Faith of Abrabam , 
when ( more then once ) he diſembled that Sarah 
was only his Siler? And as (that hes who thimketh 
he ſtandeth may take heed leſthe fall ) the wiſe 
of men was made a mere fool by the Vilet of Wo- 
men ; ſo( that we may not be ignorant of tte de- 
vices of Satan ) Chriſt himſelf when he was firſt 
baptized , next endued with the Spirit , and then 
declared , mightily declared, to be the Son of Gad; 
was afterwards led into the Wilderneſs; and', in 
the Wilderneſs, forty daies together, temptedof the 

Deril. | 
3. To rouſe a Soul from drowſineſs, to purſue 
ſome wznrepented Crime, to diſlodge ſome boſom Sin, 
&c, Ir was when Saul failed of his expefation, 
that Fonathan was gueftioned for eating honey: and 
\ when 
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when [7/rcel was repelled, then was the Sacriledge 
of Athan} diſcoved. Before he was troubled, Da» 
*vid himſelf went wrong ; and, until he was ca#t in- 
to a troubled Sea, Jonah fled from the pre/ence of 
the Lord. Mavy times there is in our calamitiesa 
Spirit of diſcerning ; while, like that Arget which 
met Baalam, they give us to underſtand our pre» 
ſent miſaduentures. Search me, O Lord, and know 
my hearr, trie me and know my thoughts , See if 
there be in me any way of pain: A daily praier(this) 
and this praier almoſt every day, before we call, 
God an/wereth 
4. To ſatisfie our ſelves, or others, of the truth, 
or groweth of our Graces; it is the furnace that 
as well approzeth,as trieth Silver ; The ſame trial 
which inviteth worldlings 10 efteem Preachers no 
berrer then earthen Pitchers; the ſelf ſame trial 
occafioneth every one that appeareth before God, 
to look wpon thoſe Preachers, as upon the precious 
Sons of Zion, and to value thoſe precious Sons of 
Zion comparable unto fine gol: the which the 
more iris tried , the better it isrefined; and the 
more it is refined, the brighter it ſhinetht The ſufs 
ferings, which all. theſe holy Martyrsin this whole 
context endured, were , not only the trials, but the 
vindicationsz not only the vindications, but the 
epprobations; not only 'the approbations:, bur the 
publications, and recommendations of their [Faith : 
Such was their Faith, that, to their prai/r te ir 
$oken, their names are Regiſired by the Holy Ghoft 
bimſelf, That paor widow was made rich by the 
H 3 applanſes 
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applanſes of Chrift Jeſus, when he ronchſafed to ate 
tribute a greater munificence unto her /mal mite, 
then unto the largeſt gifts that were caſt unto the * 
Treaſurie,The like was the ſecceſe of that true hear« 
ted Mary,unto whom the ſame blefSedFe/ws gave this 
felicitie, that where foever His Holy GoSþel ſhall be 
preached, there her Name ſhall be as ointment pow- 
red forth: In þvery deed neither the deare-hearted- 
eſs of that penitent , nor the plain dealing of Jere- 
miah, nor the meeheneſse of Moſes, nor the Spirit of 
F lijah, had ever bin one half ſo famows as they now 
are,had not malicious tongues given occaſion to have 
the excel/encie of their graces brought to the tefF, 
Said thar envious £liab unto his brother David, 1 
know the pride and the narghtineſSe of thy heart ; 
bur where was David his pride, when he refuſed the 
coftly armour of King Saul, and contented himſelf, 
with a ſling and a Fowe? Or, where was the naughti- 
neſs of his heart, when in love toward his nation, 
an4 in Zeal roward his God, che Baked his own tife 
againſt the life of Goliah? Apain, as trials are of- 
ren times inflited to ſhew what ſome cho/en Saints 
can bear, ſo | 121 "os 
5. Aflidions abide moſt of w, becauſe molt of 
us, renain hitherto an+able to bear an un-offifled 
life z Except we heer the rod, & Him who hath 
appointed it , many of us will nor be ruled: Even 
ſo much rhart the Heir, ſolong as he is a child, is 
under 7utors and Governors, Let Ab/obomt return 
unto his private horſe , for ar Court he will rin 
himſelf, and that, without remedie. Should :we 


Britains 
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Britains forget what we have /een and felt here in 
England , they at Munfeer will tell us that a /zord 
isun-ſafe in Anobaptifts hands. Some in this Pa- 
riſh who now receive Alms, would attempt in/olent 
preftices, wer: they Lords of the Mannor. A No+» 
vice is ſo «pt io be puffed up with pride, that he is 
no ft perſon to be a Biſhop; neither is honour ſeem» 
ly for a foal. Even the J/rael of God , before he 
could ( with a due moderation , and with a requiſite 
fobrietie ) beprepared to inherit the promiſed ref, 
was forty years long humbled in the Wilderneſs .Bur 
I hope better things of you ( my brethren: ) | truſt 
that the God of all grace, after ye have ſuffered a 
little while, will make you meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the Saints in light. 

6. Many times ( whileſt we ſeem diflire/fed) 
Our of our diſireſSes ( as our of the Sepulibre of 
Lazarows ) God is fetching about ſome honour unto 
Himſelf: In which caſe What he doth, thar thou 
hnoweF not now , but hereafter thou ſhalt know. 
Verily thoſe waterswherewith Chriſt waſheth the 
wnclean feet of our vile affefions,are (like water at 
Infant-baptiſm)no leſs future,then preſent, healings. 
The Lord' made Naaman leprons thar he mignr 
weſh- in Jordan, and that C by waſhing in Jordan) 
he might cleanſe, rather his Sl , then his body. 
Into that river the axe head fell, bur, loe, iron ſhall 
Jwimm: 1f the poor beggar was born blind,it was 
that the Siymof'a God might work a miracle upon Fn 9. + .. 
his eyes. - Jorah was not colt away, when imo the 
Sea he'was caſt; for him the Lord provided a Þ bale, 

and 
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and in { the Whale) a Noahs ark. Fi/ephs brethren 
thought evil againſt him,but God meant it for good: 
He was a lo mon, that he might /are much peo» 
ple alive; Ino [ gypt he was /old, that of F gypt 
he might diÞo/e. Let his mther hide Moſes in 
the flags, and the Aings danghter ſhall give him 
a Princely education: Give him a Prin.ely educati- 
on , he will ke /earned in all the learning of the E- 
gyptians ;, ſo learned, that he will overmatch Pha-» 
raoh, and ſhail ( with a high hand ) bring Gods 
firſt born out of bondage. The captivitie of Das» 
niel, how did it conduce both Unro his own ad- 
rancemmt,and unto the glory of his God ? 
Toconclude this point: With his onely ſon the 
father of 1/ac«c muſt part ; bur What ball be ſe-n 
in the mount of the Lord , Who can tell? Who 
knoweth whether there way not our of the Duft 
of this Grave ariſe, as well matter of rejoycing.as 
cauſes of ſorrow ; as well the life of grace, as drie 
bones? With Gul ir is not impoſſible, but that 
( while I preach aud you hear ) the Obſequies now 
celebrated may be , unto ſome ſoules among us, life 
from the dead, Said 7 nit unto thee © that thou 
ſhouldefi ſee the glory of God, if thou wouldeſt be- 
lieve? Surelam, as /ering is © the preſent, the 
* furure, the ® erernal, recompence of believing ; 
ſo believing is* the reward of hearing. ! By hearing 
cometh Faith ; And (rake this for the main, the 
chief, and the laſt, Conſolation in my Text ) wheres 
ſoever this grace of faith cometh, there it over-« 
cometh. This was the rior ie which overcame this Pas 
triarchs trials, even, his Faith, By 
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By faith Abraham offered up Iſaac. 


A N D By faith we fird x a joy in believing: thatz Remrg.1y, 

therefore (C in this Bethamie ) in this Houſe of {#15 34 
mourning, Our mourning may be tzrxed into ioy,the l 
Lord vouchſafe unio us an efefFuet, a prat ical, a 
ſanfified, remembrance of theſe five Confederations. 
1. Thelike Duties which Abraham was to perform, 
weare, 2. If we wonld perform them aright, we 
wuſt flow His example. 3. We may follow his 
example, if, as He did , we can beiteze: 4. To 
obtain alike preciows faith with Him , we have 
greater Helps then ever he had. 5s, Having 06- 
tained like precious faith with him 3 as he did,ſowe 
may, of this divine grace make heavenly Uſes. 


Firſt I appeal unto thatpride of life which rew«s - 
dreth our - coftly garments ſo full of levitie, our 
buildings fo full of offtentation , our tables ſo full 
of exceſs, and. our purſes [0 emptie of oin: 1 ap« 
Peal unto that d/bertie ( whichno man giveth, bur 
every of us taketh') ro: do what is good in (our 
on eyes; that we have the like proſferitie to ſtrug+ 
gle with as had this Patriarch: Neither is our 
edverſitie much unlike ,, or behind, his: witneſs 
the dead body of this /aac whow we are now» of+ 
fering up. © Belide , 4 haverold you at largeztbat 
our frail life is 3 continual warfare : Weare \( ye 
know ) oppeftd by a world of Wickedne/s. Through 
the lufts that are PO us, the x»bole world _ 
as come 


! 


i — 
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cometh a ſnare unto our feſh, Our fleſh warrerth 
againſt our ſoul, and both agaihſt Gods' Spirit. 
Add ro theſe rhe malice, the devices, the powers , 
the uwn-wearineſ?, of evil Spirits innumwerable,and 
inviſible: How to endure theſe temptatims, how 10 
fulfil thoſe Duties , which. ſo much reſemble the 
trials,the Duties, of Abrabam; ir is high rime tbat 
we learn, & learn from Abrebam. For 


2. Return unto Gen. X XI. when his 1/aac 
is demanded, how doth the good old Father demean 
himſelf ? Doth he counterfeit a ſlimmber ? Doh. be 
pretend that, if called hewas, he. knew ir norg 
that if ro his name he (a)anſwered,he only Pats 
in his ſleep? Doath he impute the Dream Of his 
head ' unto ſome. melancholy: bled depreſſing his 
heart ? Doth he conffrue that niſion of the night ta 
be: cither forue faſhic inwginationy 'or elle (one 
of Sataxs deluſoons? Note The voice was Febwahs 
voice, and ( for the voice of Fehorab) he ownerh 
x c Sakhtenfages heſeeketh none ;\Stogger he doth 
not ;\ His God would: have no. plea/wre) in him, 
ſhould: he drav hack; Heremhembreth Lots wife, 
Hoping 10: bow-the Lords wit (:as an Znbeliever 
wreſteth the Scriptares ) unto his own bent, Bala. 
em: conſulted the Lorda. third and forrth time , 
but im Gods firſt revelation \this Holy Fathir aoqui- 
eſcerh > as chearfutly» flayirg Sinrfſelf upon' the 
Lord white his Sow 14 now'dtwanded, as upon rhe 
Lord he' then Stayed bimJelf, when the ſame Sip 
was firſt. promi/ed.. —_ C—_— fleſh and bloody 


unſeen 
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Unſeen to others, he could ler fall -half a word 
which would ſoon make Servants interpoſe , Sarah 
e-ntradift xnd Iſaac lipp aftde; but ro prevaricate he 
abborreth, as he abhorreth bypocriſie, Such is the 
fmceritie of his Obedience, that, until the borer of 
Sacrifice, none are of his counſel; Such his pra. 
dence , that arthe Gowr of Sarifice ( if we may be» 
lieve Jo/ephws ) he per/wadeth even 1/aac himſelf ro 
be of his confederacie: He was armed againſt every 
temptation with ſelf denial, againſt every exigencie 
with wi/dom, and againſt every nataral inclination 
with grace; Without any reluffancie, repineing , or 
vemiſneſs, he(c) ariſeth, an@ ariſeth early; Hun» 
dred of Servants he hath, yer (c) waiteth nor 
for the" attendance of any ; bur doth probably 
with b# own hands get the fireand the #nife in 
a readineſs; neither d:;/daineth he ( c ) to Saddle 
the aſe, yea or to be (c ) his own wood cleaver. 
Had this Anife, this fre , this Wood, bin provided 
for 'ſfome ſolemn Feftival ; Were his Heir now 


newly anointed with oy/, and anon; like + after. , 


/ £. to, 


Princes, to ride that Sadled afſe in State; Were he Zech. 9. 9. 
Him-ſelf now toſett a crownof pure gnld upon his F* 115 


Tſaac's head , and ( that done ) to eForſe unto 
this Sin ſome Atoſſa; ſomeQuen of Shebab , yea 
or Rebebab her ſelf ; what could he have done 


niore ? ney * he had not done'fſo much: This pat: *Gen. 26, 67, 


tern may every one of us take our, this example 
may we imitate. With bumilitie, elf denial, and 
Submiſſhun z wiih patience, preudnce and FReedfatineſs 
with \- pam oy and chear falneſ3. of 
whats 2 mind 


+Hetr. 3-12, 


a Pro: 10,20, 
b Cen, 6, $. 


© Ferem,t7 9. 


d Pſal. $1.5. 
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mind: may we offer up our Tſaacs, if, with Abrabom; 


we Sacrift.e them unto the Lord, and Sa.rifice 
them unto. the Lord both in Faith: and by Faith. 


3 Tahs heed therefore, brethren, left there be 
in any of you + an evil heart of unbelief in de- 
parting from the living God: For t. although when 
we ſhould ofer uf. our Haacs by Faith, we have a 
God ro draw- nees. Unto, although this God be a 
living God ; yet mans heart naturally revolteth from 
this living God? and is therefore a beart * little 
worth , an Þ evil beart, a heart © deſperately wicked. 
2. Unbelief is an idlene/s. of mind as negletted, as 
kereditarie; a lethargie conrafted* fion our m9» 
thers womb, a *frowardae/s which our Nur/es che» 
Tiſh 1n our childbood,a Defett which in our minoritie 
few tutors Eye, an evil which in our full age ng: 
magiftrates puniſh y a grilt . an overſaght, a * dark- 
neſs, which man 8 loveth | Of wordly wants , we 
are ( all of us) very ſenſible; but of a want of 
Faith few ( very few } complain : and yet ( mercy, 
mercy, O our God! ) 

1. Except yebelieve * ſurely ye ſhall not be eſta» 
bliſhed. For 2. although the wages of every ſm 
is death, what/foever is not of Faith, is Sin 3: 'If 
God be againft us,, who can be for w? hur ſo long 
as wnbelief hardneth our heart agairft God; God\s 
againſt us. 4. Upon him that believeth-not the 
wrath of Godabideth, & ( ſhould he caft upon w 
the fierceneſſe. of his wrath )who can ſtand before 
everlafling burnings? 5. For that wretch. who for» 

| getteth 
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grtteth-ſo- bleſſed a Creatonr , for that /ergont who 
controlleth ſo wiſe a Lord, for that Subjeft who pro» 
vobeth ſo gracious a Soveraign, for that perſon wl.o 
believeth mit a God ſo intinuely true &c, No Zo» 
phet is heflenough, .no HeB hath torments enough, 
no torments are too durable, too everlafting , 109 
eternal, Wherefore 6, We muſt even with fear 
and trembling. wor kour our Salvation, bur (withs 
out Faith no Sulration is hoped for ) by Faith ye 
aie ſaved, 7. Whereas to glorifie Him of whom, 
by whom , and for whom , are of things, 1s the 
whole Þuty of man; without Faith there is no 
right, underftanding of this Duty. So that 8. 
Whereas Þ peculiar untoevery hour of our lives, tlek, 11, 344 
is the Duty of\that dowry. without Faith we' ors j5;,, . 
der not our Converſation eright , no: not for the 4, 2x5. ooh 
$pace-of one moment ; At this inſtant the truth now * 7m. 4. 5, 
uttered 'proficerh not ,.if it be nag mixed and re- EE 
ceived with Faith. Add 9, Whereas it is the 
whole happineſs of man. to find favar in the ſight 
of the. Lord ( alwaies 10 find favour in the ſight 
of the Lordz ) without Faith it is impoſible.co pleaſe 
God. 

Laſtly, Let the dead bury their dead. No 
ma1veil if without Faith no fayuwr iS obtainedfrom. 
the Lord, figce without Faith we /*ee not, nay ... 
we deſire. not, 140 pleaſe Him, "if * pleaſe him we dry yo 
could.. Alas, there is'in us-( 1 tremble to ſpeak Rem. 3 nt, 
it )there is.-in us an *exmitie againſt the great and r= 
terrible God |, The mind and Conſcience of every c 71,1, 15. 
unbeliever is * defiled ; bis heart is Qike himſelf ) F/aim. 5. 4, 
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corrupt and abominable.” How can it be otherwiſe, 
ſeerng he is * twice dead; d-ad in fin; dead in guilt? 
Alive unto {fn , he is, but deadunto righteofneſs! 
ali this works are © dead works y therefore 'dead 
worbs, hecauſe he himſelf continueth funto every 
£001. work. reprobete. 

For avin Heaven wnbelief did pur Lucifer quire 
our of the right aſe of his knowledge, love, joy, &c. 
then when ( unto himſelf and his combining an 
gels ) he © laid 7wil be like wnto the moſt High : and 
as in Paradiſe wnbelief did put'Adom quiie beſide 
the right uſe of his '®/en/es, &c, Then when he 
alſo 'laid unto himſelf 7 wil beas God: Souno 
the Worlds end the foly 'and madneſs of unbelief 
doth and will *d:firaf# every wnbelierer ( ſo long 
and ſo farr as he abideth in unbelief ) from the 
right and Spiritual uſe both of his Soul and of 
his body : Wichpur Faith man is unto things bhea- 
venly, juſt as a mad man is into rhings earthly and 
fen/ual: raſh, fearleſs, fool bardie: He ſaith as well 
in his atjonsas in his heart © There is no God, 
for he doth nor® wwhar God pleaſeth , but whar he 
"/ufleth : He ſaith of God ® that he is ſuch a one 
2$ himſelf, one that regardeth * nor iniqnitie, 
one that doth 1 neither grod( to reward); nor evil 
* (10 avenge: ) Hewill be "'his own chuſer, and 
conſequenily )© his own God Satth he © ho + the 
Lord that / ſhould obey him and deliver up mine 
I”ac? If 1 cannot draw meer unto God, unleſs L 
offer up my ſon , that I may not part with my Son, 
I will departyfrom wy God. © | 


' Sirs, 


the Faithfull rempted. 6g Matt), 29, 


- 2 Cor. 13.3, 
- Sirs; to give ſight to this 4/ind man by expelling Fpkeſ: 1:29, 


this darkneſs from his unbelieving boſom ; 1oforce; 18, Argh 
him to fiend in awe» by tying him up from any 3 2/41-3,18, 
more hardning his heart; to * over-rule ſo + foo 4 _ 
liſh and ſo * raſh an * enemie of *Gid ; 104 dife Eſa. 32. 4, 
arm him of thoſe © fiery darts wherewith he * mi 7 
cheiveth $ himſelf and Þothers; to © convinte him Prov: 8. 36. 
that there is * no fighting againſt the Lord of Fen 5: 2. 


: , #4al. 14.1. 
heſtsz to reduce him unto a ® right »/e of ® his rn nds 


Senſes and of ® Himſelf ; to ” per/wade him to <4. :6. 18, 


q4 Submit * draw near | and © recon ile his © heart Tn 46 ha 
unto his ® God: to * winn him'to 7 nor” with- hold Atb5.3. 


bur 10 * offer wp + unto the Lord his * 7/aac* wil- —_—_ = 
lingly > chearfully and © acceptably : ro . work ſo 2G: 4. 4. 
© great , ſo © heavenly a change of mind as this , rn 3-6, 
One thing is * neceſſary ; viz the® Faith of Guds <p - 
eleft. © For as ' reprobation pre-ſuppoſerh an * e. Eccle.g. 18. 
lefion, and a8 *trith ' precedeth error , ſo ( if $353: 19+19, 
: | & Prov: 13, 5, 
rightly confid-red ) there was: a ® zelief before Foamz.1s, 
there was * unbelief: Wherefore prove your own 5. 1.18, 
ſulves ® examine your ſelves whether ye be inf. 
the Faith, or whether ye be®con.errtling the Faith > 
1 I9, I 9, 
reprobatess Know | Taps : 
and I9, 33+ 
2 Tim 3, Y 1 Pet 4.4. 1F'bn 3.114.113, Fo/bur 22.10. i Luk. 14,from v. :6.. 
unto v. 34s, xod, 4, :1. with$9.15. and 9,35. and 11,9. and 14, 17, 18, Dewt.z 30, 
and '29. 4, + wobpdiy 1 Sam.- 2, 25, 30+ 1 Ajng1:, 15, 2 Chron,” 25.16, Matt. 
13. 15, fobn 3./ 47. and 12. 40, k 2 Chr 25, 14, 19, Fla, 17. 4. and 36. 8, 
Lak. 14 31. AG. pg 5. £jol. Oh. vis x £x04, 23, 21. Ecoleſ, 6, 10. Dewt, :8, 
45. ky cp 20, Eſa. 1. 24, and 63, 4+, Hetr. 1:29; 1H: 13,9. E 8 1, 16, 
19418, mEſs\:.Yi. Frem.8 ©, Lilk 1.7, zo: n Her, 5. 24, Pſal yo. 24, 
o Roin, 1457,8.9. 3» Girot, 19, Gal. 2, :9. p Prov. 1 24 , Form, 1; 23, Foby 
$, 43, 47. q Famer 4.7, 3, r Pſal. 73. 28, Eſa, 65.2, f 2 Cur, 5. i8, 19, :0, 
rt 28. 9, ur Fereii, 10.7. & H.. 2, 14. Mal. 3, 10. and 4, 6, AS, 
C53 8 18.38:. 
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13-38. y Mark 10.30.31, 2 Pſal, 29.1, Roma f Pſal. 84.44, * 116, 
17, 46. a 110. 7, b” 2 Coy. v8. 10, 1 Chron, 29, 17, ©C Rom, 12, 1. 1 Tow. '® 
3. Heir,12. 28.) 4 Pſal $1.10. Gal. 6, 15. Fpbeſ. 2. to. Lew, 29, 4, with 
39. 6, 6 Jerom, 36, 21, f Matt, 3. 3. Rom, 12, :, Phil, 2. 33, g'2 Cir, 
5. 17, 18, h Luk. 19.47, Hebr. 10. 38. Tit, 1.1, i Rom. 9.16,17,18, 20, :4, and 11, 
9422, k11- 56, 28, 11 F-bn 4. 1. m Eccleſ.;,29. Fade 6, Rom,1,28, n2 Theſſ, 
2. 10.11. 0 2 Corclg.s. p2 Tim. 3.8, 


4. Or ever he ordained any worlds, the one, the 
true, the good, JEHOVAH\( ſeeing he inhabi- 
teth both etrnitie and immenſitie ! ) was the ſame 
divine exiſtence , ſelf-exiſtence, ſelſ-ſubſiftling ex- 
Fence , that vos is. He could before all predeRti- 
nation , aSwell.as now ſay | AM: I ( ever * a* 
lone) am peace; 1 ( a Fatber ever begerting, a 
Son ever begotten , a Holy Ghoft ever proceed» 
ing Jam ( not confuſion but ) Order : I am life, 
light, puritie, holineſs &c. 2 As he could ever 
ſay 1 AM, hecould alſocygr fay I AM WHAT 
.1 AM; when Pilatewould not alter his writing , 
Said he, WH AT I have written, 1 have written; 
'So ( before all Worlds ) could Ged ſay 7 
.am, and am well pleaſed in What I am: As I 
| do not, fo | would not, ceaſe to be life, light, 
puritie , holineſs &c, 3 End-leſs is that delight 
which I take in whar by nature I ever was, ever 
ſhall he , and now am. My bleſſedne/s, my glory , 
wy rejoycirg is neither of, nor from, others, 
bur from aud i» My (elf; I am full and abound: 
No fleſh, no Seints, no Worlds do 1 need, for I, 
the three divine perſons, am unto Our ſelf a THE» 
ATRE, $0 that 4 It is in wine elefion whether 
I will, or will not, determine t0 be a Cr-atonr;if 

io 
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to be a Creator I do determine, Good Fam,and all my works 
ſhall cat me good.Good | do,and good I will do unto all ſuch as 
abide in my goodneſs. 
2 He $ake, It was : Brethren, ( well may we beleeze in 
God!) Jehovah , to confirm his promiſe to this Patriarch by 
an oath, becauſe he could ſwear by no greater, ſware'by Hime 
ſelfe : $0 to create a world of bleſſmgs , becauſe a better pat- 
tern he could not take, he took a pattern from Himſelf: God 
is one, ſuch is the Zniverſe : God is per fett, immenſe, eternall; 
The Warldis rownd, wide, laſling. In God 1s peace and order. 
From the leaſt atom ro the higheſt Angel is found order and 
barmonie, God ſelf /ubſisteth; even in /en/eleſs elements is ins 
planted a principle of ſelfe preſervation: God is bleſſed, In eve- 
ry creature having life is imprinted a desire not only of being, 
but of wel-being God changeth not z The wel-being of all his 
works is placed in a not changing that.Law ofnature whereun- 
to they were ordained. Which law giveth unto every fleſh'its 
on ſeede : unto every ſeede its own body ; unto every body, its 
own Soul; unto every Soul its own felicitie. God is a free a» 
gent ; As ſenſible creatures have a free ehoicetoliky, or dij« 
like , what unto their /en/es ſeemeth pleaſing, or diffleaſing : 
ſo ree/onable creatures ſhould allo have a free wil to cAuſe,or 
refuſe whatſoever to their beſt underſtanding ſeemerl: truly 
good, or truly evil. 1n attratting ſuftenance, or in propegating 
their kind, to confine brutes to be as inſenſible as trees arey. 
or men 10 be as irrationall as brutes are, were to reje# the, 
wi/dom of God. Even fo to limit man to be ſen/aal,bur notwers 
tuows; to be vertuous but not belyzto mind things Farthly , but 
not thingsHeavenly;to ſlay him/elfe upon the creature,but not 
upon the Creatour; to love the World, bur not the Lord-Gad; 
were to require him to be, concerning the faith of Gods elect, 
reprobate. For the Law 1M God elected men and 4 
417 
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gels was,He thar lifteth up his Sout is nor upright : C and if. 
nor upright,a loſt Avgel;a dead man: bur the juſt ſhall live by 
aith. 
: 3. To you who bewail your wnbelief | ſpeak it. Until 
God appeared unto him in Me/apotamia, Abraham (that fas 
ther of the faithful ! ) never had thoſe prepared helps, thoſe 
effefive meanes, of obtaining this precious grece, this faith of 
Gods ele, which the verieft reprobate of you all at this time 
poſſeſicth. He was bred up among aliens and frangers to 
grace, The Anowledge of the Lord covereth our Zland as the 
waters cover the Sea: He was, ye were not, the unclean Chil. 
dren of anbeleeving Parents; He could not ſay Thou haſt looſed 
my bends, for 7 am the Son of thy hand-maid; but Te were 
by praier and by bapti/me conſecrated to your God in your 
infanciey and were from your infancie nurtured up. in good 
kmwuledge. 2. He was (like S, Paulin journeyings often, A= 
biding citie he had nome; but way ever anſetied: As for you, 
ye in ſave dwellings, and in quiet reſting places have retired. 
xeſſeand lez/ure ro devote =_ ſelves ropreter, meditation G&c. 
3. Fight or nize times did Jehovah converſe with Him, with 
you he conver/eth eightie times nine times. 7 wice'or thrice 
was the GeSpel preached unto-Him(and that too) very dark- 
ly ; To you it ſhineth as clearely, and, in a fort, as Frequently, 
as day-tight. What a /zxal pittance of ſaving knowledge could 
he glewn from the traditions of hisforesfathers in compariſon 
of what may be /earned by you; by yow who may all know the 
Lord fromthe teaft ro the greateft, by you whoare in Gods 
Seriptures all taught of God? 4. Chrift is the viſion, the vi. 
ſage,of the father of mercies; the Goipel is the image, the face, 
of Chriſt; Of this Goel, of this face of Chrift, more is mrani- 
Feed unto you, then ever was revealed unto Abraham. 
4. Avze4l without krwledge is the mother of perſecution, 
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idelatrie, ſuperFition, enthuſiaſm, ſchiſm, bereſie, ſedition, re» 
bellion, 8c, So knowledge without zeal begerteth atheiſmpro- 
faneſs, hypocricie, pride.” &c. Bur that which mak«th mans 
knowledge of God to be mans ſalvation, is the ſpirit of faith 
Janfifying unto him what he &noweth For. 1, By faith we un- 
derftand—. one office of faith is to enlighten the underfland- 
ing. 2. By faith Moſes refuſed, chuſing rather viz AS 
faith diſcerneth what is good (o faith embraceth, what good ir 
diſcerneth. 3. Arhird effeft of faithis to purifie the heart. 4: 
By faith they ſubdrved and obtained When faith hath ſa 
inftrufed the heart, that it nv longer beleeveth atie; and hath 
ſo correfied the mind,that it holdeth not the trath in unrighte- 
onſneſs, When a Knowledge of the truth, of the whole truth, 
( yea and of nothing bur the truth ) freeth the head from er- 
rowr; and when a love of that truth freeth the heart from di/o« 
bedience; when we like to retain God ini cur Anowledge ; then 
do we apprehend that for which alſo we are apprehended of 
Chriſt Jeſus : When ye ſeeke not your own wills, bur your Gods 
will ; when ye wirh meebene/5, and with earnefineſs, ſtarch, & 
wait,and watch, andtrie, whether by his word of tife God will 
make ycur heart,as Abrabams was, faithful, then ye /ow to the 
Sirit; Andzs what was horn of your fleſh,was fleſh;ſo whar is 
horn of Gods Firit ;is Firit : For ſuch as wait upon God in His 
waies, them God meeteth; and whom God meeteth, in them, by 
his Þirit of adoption, he formeth the guickning ſpirit of Chriſt 
. Feſin. Brethren, Hereby may ye know whether ye have, with 

Faithful Abraham, believed unto righteouſneſs: If unto righte- 
ouſneſs ye have beleeved, then have ye paſſed from the death of 
rmnbeliefe wherein ye were born, to the Life of faith where 
nnaro ye were baptized. 


5. To whom God giveth a power, to theth hea bo vorrh/e- 


Feth a babit, of beleeving ; Having therefore obtained like pre- 
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gies faith with Him, imitate ye the Patriarch in my Text. of 
this good and perfett gift which cometh down from above May 
ye ( ever make ye ) ſeaſonable, and ſanfified, Uſes. 

I» That in you the righteouſneſs of God may be revealed 
from faith to faith, ad 10 your faith Knowledge. For this 
end, ler the word of Chrift dwell in you richly, and in all wi: 
dom: There can not in Heaven be a higher objeft of Knowledge 
th:n th: God of Heaven, neither, can there be upon earth any 
tinowledge of the God of Heaven equal to what we learn in 
Holy writ, No truth is worthy tobe compared unto Scripture 
truths; n-ither is any Scripture- truth comparable to Goſpel 
revelations : Goſpel revelations are myferies, great mifteries! 
Mifteries which immediately concern a reconciliation berween 
God provoked, and man offending | Liy up therefore in your 
beart,as Manna in a golden putt;ſtore up in your memorie, as 
Oracles in the Ark of God; the Go/pel-treaſures of ſpiritnal 
truth, andwi/dom: The beft obje#f of mans be underfianging 
is that truth which is in Jeſus. 

2+ That that ſpirit of truth which is rhe /pirit of Chriſt 
may free you aS well from the errovr of your way, aS from er» 
ring thoughts; that ye may be renewed, as well in prafice, as 
in Anowtedge; that ye may be, as,wel . wn-corrupted, in your 
mind, as un-deceived in your judgment; Receive, with every 
truth, a love of that truth;that a = of every revealed truth ye 
may receive, purifie ye your beart by. faith; that by faith,ye 
may purifie your heart, ſecing there is no examplegthreat, pro- 
ho rhetorick, like unto Scripture examples;threats,promi- 
ſes,and rbetorick;Let the/e,let al the/e,have a due force and a 
fullpower over your ſincereft affefions: {o conſult Hely. writ 
as who are therein conſulting even Gad Himſelf, So obey Hor 
ly Writ, as the Word ofa God, as the word of a God (ſpeak- 


ing to. you; as the waice of the graciow'Fehough ſo fpeating 
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with you, as he ſome rimes Hake with bis friend Abraham , 
even face to face: Oh Sir-, as the beſt objeft of your belt uns 
derftanding, ſo the moſt delightful obief of your pureſt affe« 
Aions, is the good nature of Emanniel, Jehovah, Jeſus. Theres» 
fore. 

3. Whereas, from Abrahams ſelf denials," preſſed a ſelf-deni» 
al upon all ſuch mafters, parents, concerned officers, and Ma» 
giftrates a$ may.and ſhould befriend Souls under their twition; 
(Old things are paſſed away:)1 now rrge the example,not of 
Abraham” repreſenting, bur of the true father of many nations 
by Abraham repreſented: The father of all men, when there 
was 9 Arm to help, Sared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all! And ſhall worldly favour , or neighbourly kind+ 
neſs prevent you from imitating the merciful example, of a 
compaſſonate God? If the Love of God, if the example of God, 
findeth faith in your hearts, O ye Rulers, neither let Souls 
ſtupidly-ignorant eſcape writanught and wnchatechj/edzneither 
tolerate ye thoſe unlawful meetings which wreſt Holy Scrip» 
tures to the hazard of themſelves, and of this Kingdom. 1. 
( Witneſs ourlate civil Warrs,) As evil words corrupt good 
manners, ſoa little leauen leavenerh the whole lamps. A cancer 
in the month is. a | perniciow diſ/ea/t: even ſo. much that 
Chrift hateth that we ſhould /ufer amopg us the\do&ryine et- 
ther of the Pbariſ/es,.or of the Nicolitans. 2. When the:'Son 
of man took a farr journey, he gave authoritie tO his Servants: 
If Law-givers, Lawes, and Judges protef mens cattle, lands, 
and limbs, from violence, much more let rhem guard mens 
memories, «ff eftions, underfiondings and con/ciences. From the 

fubtiltieand power of /educers,and of Satan. 3. Seditings con- 
venticles rebel againſt man, profane atheiſts rebel againſt God, 
bur. 4he Holy canformift rebelleth againſt neither ; yea he 1s 
therefore loyal v0 bis\Sovernign:,”begaulc.he is. obedient. a0 
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bis Ged. 4. Is not the body more then raiment? and is not the 
Soul more rhen'the Body? What ſhall his dread Majeſties native 
Siibjeas give in exchange for their Souls? 5. It is the ptople 
laden with miquity that is the people of Gods wrath, but a 
righteous people is a proſperous people: then ſhall his Majeſties 
Sabjeas flouriſh, when their Sontes proſper. 6. While upon 
Lards daies and other daies ſett @ part for religious aſſemblies 
and dut ies, lome gadd abour 10 change their way, and others 
Jt idle at home , God loſeth the glory of his full and publick. 
rongregations, worſhip, and Ordinances, During the tyrannie 
of Oliver the Rebel, orthodox Minifters were ſequeſired from 
their parochialcongregations, Under the Clemencie of King 
Charles rhe Second let not parochial congregations be ſeque» 
fred from rheir orthodox Miniſters. In ſhort, ſo many as de» 
$1i/e him ſhall be lightly effeemed, but ſuch as honour God, 
them God will 4onoar. 

4. Whereas | convinced you, that the burden, ſharpne/5, & 
muxber, of our trials; are-light afiiffions in compari/on of the 
temptations of Abrahams behold a greater then Abraham is 
here, Conſider Him that endured ſuch contradiftion of fon» 
mers, Confider Fein by [aac tipified, and you will learn of 
him wpoſſe/s your Souls in patience: Faith inftructeth us how 
to -twke 44 bo in oafflitions, and to taſte a joy even in tri- 
bulationy/Remove your eyes from the dead body of our depar» 
ted friend unto the body of Chrift crucified, you will then, in 
lien of mourning fot an onely Son, even aipire a fellowſhip in 
Chriſts /offerings. | 

5. Behold 1 thew you a myfferie, The fawe faith which 
reacheth us to ſeek righteonſneſs not by works, but by gracey 
doth alſo #irr us up ro live juff toward our neighbowr, our 
ſetves,and our God. When by faith Abraham offered up bis |- 
ſaav,\he lived julf to his Sen, trae 40 bim/eif, R—_—_— 
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his God. 1. Upright toward Jehovah, for Jehovah had a grea- 
ter right in 1ſacc, then the Father of /aac ever, either had, 
or could have. 2. True ro Him/elfe, for had he lifted up his 
Soul, he had ceaſed 1H be upright. 3: Faſt to'his Son, for ir 
was the Duty of 1faac not onely to live, bur to die, unro' the 
Lord;Blefſed is thar man which endureth remprarton;Would 
ye endure to the end ? Would ye have pre/ent viftorie over 
your pre/ent conflit ? Fight the gnrd fight of faith: Who ſo 
would be jufified,muſt be juſtifed'not by wrbs,but by faith; 
and he that would 07 dey his conver/ation aright, muſt uſe his 
knowledge aright ; he muſt make rhe beft uſe which he can, 
not onely of his reaſon, but of his faith. 

6, Faith fixeth one eye upon the Duty ſet before us, and 
the other eye,gpon the promije annexed to thar Duty ; Faith 
verily beleevetb char there'isa reward for the righteous - In 
the mount of the Lord was Jehovah ſeen. By laying that Bo- 
dy, which his father could nor ft, over the altar upon the 
Wood, 1ſags his mouth was filled with langhter : 1. He /aw & 
heard an Angel ſent from Heaven to find a way for his efcape;, 
2: He did not die, but live; 3. He lived, and lived a type, a 
fagure, apledge of Chrifts and in Chrift, of our reſurrefion 8& 
Life: By not with- holding his Son, Abraham received praiſe 
from bis God, yea and, with praiſes, bleſſings ; Abraham ſaw 
Chrifts day and was glad: From the faith borh of Abraham & 
of /aae Febooah Hiwſelf received preſent yea and in all ages 

F/ Glory;They who kmw' His name will truf in irAnd yet 
ſhew'Lunto you more exce/lent things then theſe, For 
7.The ſame faith which envreth as to be ever at once juſt 
tO our neighbour, our ſelves, and our God, worketh upon our 
good nature; ut worketh in; us a difpolition ro be (like Chrift) 
harmeleſs and blameleſs : 2Atn emuatiomtopat on the Lord 
Teſws:To them that belerve it Is meate & drink,to Aludie Chrift, 


'Y 


fo learn Chrift. , and 10 live Chrifh: yea 3.'Faith beighthtÞ 


us 19 imitate (with.Feſzs Chrift,) the God and father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ix cheriſheth in vs; a filial delight of being 


Jologers, of bis Father,,and of aut Father, as dear Children : _ 


4bba F ather, thouart lang- ſuffering, patient, good, merciful , 

righteous, liberal, pure, holy, loving &c. Oh make us, make 

us ( like thy ſelf, ) long-/uffering. &c. 4. By faith we reft uf- 

fared that our fore-runner bath, in Heaven, prepared manſiong 

and princely Lydgings for uy who belicve.in Him: 

, Io conclude, by faith we reckon our ſelves therefore o0- 
if becauſe ,as he is by Nature, ſo. we are by 


bejres with Chr 
a Firit of adoption, priviledged-to be-the Sons of God; all: 
things are ors, becauſe we are Chrifts , and. Chriſt, is Gods ; 


Gods in whom Gad is well plea/ed,God is the Lag nor of the: 
dead, but of the living \apd therefore the. all:give. uf 


hendy : Truegthe Sv of uridear friend is ſeparated from, 
his 3ody; nevertheleſs, by faith we eye our Mediator as bone of 
his bone and Heſb,of his fleſh : Faith giveth us to wnderftand ; 
thar, fince;Chriſft and we-are one body, together with bis dead 
bad ſhall our grad bodies arilezand (ball therefore ariſe as his. 
dead body did Vri/e, panty becgulſe they that are joyned unto 

eLord,are one $iritzand partly becaulſe(witneſs Enceb,Elie 
as,8& the blefsed Fe/m) there is one fleſh of man,another fleſh 
of beafls. The fleſh of beafts, like their mortal Soules,periſherh 


for everz The eh of man,. the dead body of our drar friend , 
like leafe, Gold, gawrally. /cendeth unto the ſame | 
unto the lame Creatour,whocwriouſly wrought it up0 6, 


that he mightexalt ic unto glory in Heaven: To which 
and glory he bring us by his ſpirit, and by his Sen, Towbom, 
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&' Plahi1b, 1s. 1 beleeved, therefore beve 1 fþ 


ever ied, Amen 38 My nr none 
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